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PRACTICAL 
| MEDITATIONS 
; UPON THE _ 


_ Laſt Things, & 


The Firſ Meditdtion. 


« HE clean Beaſt which was only 
commanded to be offered in Sa- 
crifice unto God under the Law, 
was /ach as chewed the Cad, and Lev. £1. 3. 
drvided pie tc Hoof, myſtically re ting the 
& CLCAN ure - Rom. 12.1 
ons of the cl pure Chriſti- R 
al a, who 1s > hand ther ſpiritual Sacrifice 1 Per. 2.4) 
th under the Goſpel. 5. 
ing the Cud, poly a and divine Me-, 
dia. is —_— : by the Hoof, 


. may ft end.of 
mas; be. mos Real meant Tr f. Soul 
from the Bod by Death, and a ſeparation 
of of thay fo. the wicked by Judgment ; 

L affign to either ther everlaſting - 
tations cither in Heaven or mHell, 


A3 of 


Pzactical Beditations upon 
Oftheſe Four Laſt Thi S.Bernerd faith, i 


| that Firſt, Death is of all things to fleſh and Þ} 
bloud moſt formidable, - 14 | 
| Secondly, Jadement, than the which there | 
is nothing more terrible and dreadful. I 
3 Thirdly, Hell, the Torments whereofare q | 
| i inſupportable. 4 


- Fourthly, Heaven, the Joys whereof are 1: 
beyond Apprehenſfion moſt Blifsful and Ra- } 
hne: | , b 


And theſe Subjects of holy Meditation ? 

would prove the moſt prevalent to turn all 7 

2 perſons profeſſing Chriſtianity, from all the Þ 
"2 errors of their ways, 'whether in Opinion Z 
1/2. or Converſation, would they .but ſeriouſly 7 
conſider the ſhortneſs and = ohne of 7 

this preſent life: the ftrit account mult he 

given of all our Thoughts, Words and Acti- 2 

ons, even to every idle Word, _— Y 

tpoken to thedetriment of any : Thatmall 

theſe we ſhall have the Devil and his Angels * 
vehemently to accuſe us, and our own Con- 

ſciences to teſtifie againſt us: A moſt ſevere 

Judge to paſsſentenceuponus: from whoſe +: 
rein doom; the endleſs: Torments- of % 

Hell ſhall receive the wilfully erroneous, 2 

and impenitent finner ; 'but' eternal Joys, 1 

' and never fading Felicities ſhall crown. the 

y Orthodox and Holy. | Vi" 
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the Four Laft Things. - | FJ 


h, | The wicked ſhall be turned ;uto Hell, and Pal. 6. T7 


ed © 4 the people that forget God, | | 
3 But the Souls of th _— are in the Wiſd. 3.5% 
* hand of God, and there ns torment touch 


re 7 them, 

4 -They that haue done good, ſhall go into Ath.cr., ®* 
. #F everlaſting life: and they that have done evil, Mat. 2 5: 
re 2 mmnoeverlaſiing fire. ult: 


* This Faith is profeſſed by many, but by 
Z few believed with the heart : for "he that 
Z cordially believes theſe principles of his Re- ; 
ligion, will ſtand in awe, and ſin not : he Pal. 4. 4: 
will not dare in defiance of this Faith, 
an, and wittingly to tranſgreſs the | 
Laws of the great Majeſty of Heaven: and 3 
"tis ſuch a Faith attended by Fear, and this 'I>AY 
Fear by Care and Caution, that muſt pre- - 
ſerve the Soul from-the-Torments, and en- 
title her to the Joys of the other-World. 
- Ariſtotle faith, That he who believes not; 
can neither Hope nor Fear : and conſe- 
quently, he who doth truly believe theſe 
Eſfentials of his Religion, cannot but both 
hope for the Happineſs, and fear the Miſery ” 
of the World to come. 
'Tis recorded of a Friar, that he com- 
'5 plained to his Abbot, thar he was weary of 
3 © that idle, lazy life; and therefore. he deſi- 
red. leave to depart to ſome other .place: 
Towhom the Abbot returned anſwer, Thy 
lazineſs is a manifeſt fign,that thou didfſt ne- 
. yer truly believe, and feriouſly conſider of {54 
the Pains of Hell, and the Joys of Heaven. 
- for. the deep ſenſe of theſe would preſerve 
Hh A. thee: 
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I Deut. 32: 
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% PſA. 9. 2 


| Jaw th 
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Pſal. 106. 
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Pad 
_ . thee fro 


| Pedftations upon 
[| lazineſs 1 in thy Cell. Pra 
" Spir. Cape 1 

O that they were wiſe, that they under -food 


this, that hy would conſider their latter End, 
Itis the greateſt and moſt comprehenſive 
of all thepares of true wiſdom, ſo to conft- 


der as rightly to prepare for-our latter end : 
for toend well is the ſumm of all our hopes, 


_ _ all the happineſs we can hope for. 


is 4 great vanity to deſire a long be, 
ſh the rhwghe Labs holy li b Fe 
agreat vanity to be ſo wholly intent upon this 
preſent life, as mat to provide for the life to 
come, Tis a great vanity to be in tbue with 
whet [uddenly fadeth away, and mt to haſten 
onr deferes and 7: 70 tothat joy which 
Bale evd,. F.K. Lc. 


for the dail 
enemies: Thoxthat lifte ft me wp 
ates of Death : Such is this frail 
ways whereof arc _ 

and to K, even Gates to Dea 


fp 5 


, eternal : From the which I humbly beg tobe 
maſed up, 


and exalted by thy 7 t hand. 
That 1 may ſhev all thy praiſes within the 
ports of the danghter of Sion: glorifie thee 
with" thy Church Triumphant in Heaven: 
F will rejoyc 
wacky up and Oe. is ajoy unſpeakable and 


Remember me, O Lan, obs to the 


ever thes beareft unto thy people, and viſt 1 
The 


me with thy Saluat 


me, O God, and conſider 
war F ET of thens that mk my - 


mcurfions of 


e in thy Salvation: to be thus 1 | 
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the Four Laff Things. 
That I may ſee the felicity of thy choſen, oh 
:  andreocemt label, p 2 Jody and 
| give thanks with thine inheritance. . 
f 

1 


 MEDITAFT. 1. 
of we. 7 dl and Frailty of this preſent 
To : 


NAN that is born of 4 woman is of few 


'4  aays,. and fall of trouble. Jobr14.-1, 
} He cometh forth like a Flower, and is cut 


down : he fleeth as a ſhadow, and comtinueth %  - } 

: not -— In the midſt of life we be, mn death, ; 

3 whilſt every day we live is one day nearer 

T [=an cy yu Fe 7 JEs «+, 
or what 1s your life? tis even 4 Vapour Jam. 4. 14. 

23 that appeareth for a little time, and then va- _ 


ow 
=, 


wet Dr ths 
I eh 


| 4 #het AwA). | oe : 
= . The time of my life paſt is already ſwal- . 
r 4 lowed. up by death, which ſtill dogs me at - 

; 


{ the heels:to devour the ſhort remainder of 
; my flitting days. - - 
= - Not toconlider this fhortneb and frailty 
, 3 of humane life, is tomake my lite yetmore- 
' 8B ſhort and frail. So Drex, vita brevis om 
FF nbur—— Life is ſheer unto a, aph gym : 
3 unto thoſe, who forget what is paſt, are - 
Z negligent m what 1s preſent, and fear not. 
. $ whats to come. ; "T6 
= Lord, makg me to kyow mine end, andthe 
| | number of mydays, that Imiay.be certified how 
* ng 1 bave 10 live: that the length of m 
days is of the ſhorteſt macaſure:; far brhold- 


: thew haſte made my days as 4 (pan--Serily 
; mag ms Fong th wary; 
| gh and mighty ; Who rpakk honguray” 
mM A.S. , 
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Pzactical Beditations upon 
ble and wealthy are not exempt from this 
character : for Honours, Riches, Friends, all 
the delights ofthe Sons of men; withallthe 
Pomp and Pleaſure,and power of the world, 
depending upon the ſhortneſs and frailty of 
humane Life; renders every man inall that 
he is, in all that he has, and in all that he 
hopes for, in this world, a vanity of vani- 
_ ties, an univerſal vanity. 


Nehil cft 
64811171 « 
Te, quod 
paroune 


Hieher. Ep. Paran. 

The divine - 2 _ pies us both the 
reaſon and the-uſe of this doGtrine:. Qua per 
peccatum ---- Since by Sin we have loſt our 
mnocence, we ought with patience to ex- 
pect the mercy of God; until this miquity 


up of life, 7. K, 4,1.c.22- | 
S: Auguſtine's Meditation on this Subje(t.. 


«TH 


« uncertain 
« life, a finful 


« death and hell---- 


« ma-- 


— 


= 
SITY 


Pe. longis dilatatur gaudiis, quicquid aro. fine coucluditur: 


do paſs away, and mortality be ſwallowed. K. 


E time of my Pilgrimage here ups. 
on earth is tedious, wearifoms:—— * 
<-for this is a miſcrable-life, a frail life; an 7 
_— bitter-life, a. laborious ®Z 

ife: *tis the miſtreſs of er- *% 
* ror and {infulneſs, and the hand-maid to '7 


« This Iife is rather to-be called death | 
ing through the whole } 
paſſing from Life to } 


a pg 
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Fits Secur 


the Folir Laſt- Things: 


© many ſtages ofDeath ; for each condition? 
- of hi i the death of. its foregoing ſtate 
an ON» 


« There is no condition in this life cer- - 
© tain and ſetled; now- we are glad, and. 
© anon fad; now we are well, and anon- 
& (lick; now. we are at eaſe, and anon in: 


pain ; now we laugh; and. anon .weepz. 
< now.n hunger Fs anon in fulneſs 
* and exceſs: in honour and diſhonour, in. 
wealth and poverty, in heats and colds,:. 
« in evil report and good report, in fear and: 
© terror, and much amazement: and all. 
© this and much more than can be expreſt,. 
* 1s too often attended by a ſudden, unex-' 
* pected death; and whuch is yet more mi-- 
< {crable, though there be nothing more - 
© certain than death, yet vain fooliſh man. 
* knoweth not,. conſidereth. 'not his end. 


Lag 
” 


# So the Preacher: For man alſo knoweth .not Ecct'gaz- 
2 tis time, as the y 1s that are taken in an evil. a 

2 net, and: as the. bi 

* ſvare, ſo are the ſons of men ſnared in anevil. 
's time when it falleth ſudaenly wpon them, . 


irds that are caught im the - 


Ariſtotle being, ask'd, what is. man? an<- 


# ſwered, Imbecillitatis exempliam ; Temports. 
3 ſpolium; fortune luſus ; inconſtantie imago z. 
7 moidie CF calamitatis.trutina-; reliquum vera- 


2 pituita & bilis. 


uid homo (inquit Gran.) cxjrs.conceptio,, 
Calpa, na(ci . pena, wvivere miſeria, & mart, 


= tormentum ? - F 


Silens being ask'd by Midas : Quid ho>- | 
——_— ? anſwer'd: Primi, yon na{ci.- 
®, quam cy/[me mori... - 


i) nr 9] ſenſe-- 


2Cor. 5. 1, 


ea, thaw ha 
Lene og 1 


Practical apevitatirs thin | 
O fenſdefs mortals! efpecially epecly being cal- 
of —_ 


kd Chriftrans, and” yet ro- be 
Faith, as to doat upon a lrfe fo'fratl 
and. uncertain, fo changeable and Fray 
tous, in defiance of what we daily profels to 
believe, Life Everlaſti laforg: | 
ET and they are but a few, 
nd deſires to enjoy the un- 
MeL Ling ofthe lfe to ny, do 
flight and defpife the fallacious flatrering 
> Ree of this world, left being decei- 
ved by the charms and fawnings thereof, 
.— ——— and the Deceived periſh toge- 


Rea Bays ge complaint, that theworld 
and unfatisfying i all her moſt 

ah —— and yet © mighnily 
| vailet againft writ, that 
moſt ms fone: (andT am a great'fool 
among the reſt )'yea doati ly ove to be 
thus deceived : too paſſionately defiring to 


- Injoy ſtill this mortal life how frail ſoever, 


-— —n— witha numerous train of mi- : 


But forgernot, O remember and forget | 
that thon art immortal ( O my yy | 


not 
- nd that death is bur the changeofa trouble- 


fome for a quiet life, of a frail for a fixed if 
and permanent Being ; ; ofan uncertain fora } 
certain abode, and ofa t for life } 

evielaf 'Tis but the ſing In pivces | 
of an earthly 1 - yoga and > it 6 
a bai a houſe 
th hands, ern oth Fleavens,/ 
of Benedit# © Manlns; 
ormidat ; ;MOEOuY 


”or 
Tis a fam'd ſay) 
amariem, bonus vitaw 


* the Four Laſt Things. 


of 1 ous is his hopes of happmeſs, 
but in the continuance of this life oth the 
wicked truſt. 


A ATSITILES 
thou ri r the 

ning of a better: Tis he won _— 

lai in Heaven, the fruits of true holi- 

nefs, p: thou art afraid to die, and "twill 


—_— % gs F. - T- 


*s Vw 


4, 


) be too late to labour for them, when death 
- approacheth. | | 
, F The Prayer. 
5 O Almighty God, who alone canſt order 
1 FT the unruly wills and affettions of ſinful 
7 men, grant unto thy people ( and to me with 
| _ to love the thing which thou comman- 
: deft, and defire that which thou dſt promiſe; 
1 that fo among the ſundry and manifold chan- 
ges of the world, our hearts may ſurely there be 
- | a 
fixed where true joys are to be found, through 
0 Re 
r, Jelus Chriſt. 


1- | _ —— 


et | | MEDITAT. IL 
ys | Of the frequent Remembrance of Death. 


A 

d © THI S preſent Life is the School of 
a Þ Death, wherein we are taught the 
fe | {cyeral leſſons of living to die well, or fo to 
es | dre, that we may live Eternally. | 
K - Clmacus ſcal. grad. 6, recordsa ſtory of 


2 Brother, who had lived negligently for 
many years, and was at laft zed with 
ſnch a deſperate diſeaſe, that he was for 

| folong a tune depriv'd of his Senſes, _ 
Totes | a 


- * - Y þ 


Paactical Beditations upon 

he was ſuppoſed to be abſolutely dead: bur. 
recovering again, he immediately ſecluded 
himſelf from all ſociety, and continued for. 
Twelve years, which was the remainder of 
his time, in that ſolitary ſeparate conditi- 
on, lamenting continually the negligences 
and fins of his by-paſt life, and the fad con-- 
dition of all ſuch perſons who die. in their- 
ſins unrepented. 

And when the time of his death indeed: 
approached, many of his fraternity flock'd' 
to him, deſiring to hear ſome more than 
ordinary inſtructions, and direthons from 
him for the good of their Souls : but all that 
he would ſay was this, as the ſumm of Chri- 
ftiarr wiſdom: If you defire [o ro live that ye 
may ae happily, then meditate continually up= 
or aeath : for 'tis ſcarce: poſſible for that man* 
ro ſin,who with due regard remembers Death, 
the wages of Sin, : 

'Tis- faid by. the faid Cl:macns, That the 
meattation of death is as neceſſary to preſerve. 
the health of the Soul in the life of grace, as ts 
aaily bread to preſerve the body m the life of- 
nature. 


2. The forgetfulneſs of Death is the ſe- 
minary of all the Sins of the ſons of men : 
hence theneglect of all the duties we owe ta. 
God and Man: hence. the abuſe of all rhe 
bleſſings of God, whether relating to thisor. 
the other world: hence all luxury, and all 
the ſinful pleaſures of the fleſh © hence all 
covetouſneſs, and carnal cares for the things. 
of this life: hence all torge:fulneſs of the. 
great account we muſt make of all the works. 
dane in the body, together with the banuth-.. 

; | ment 


+ 
_ 


= 


ment from our minds of all- fears of Hell, | 
and hopes of Heaven: *Tis therefore 
advice the wiſe nw gives us; Rememe- Ecclus. 28; 
ber thy end, and let enmity ceaſe : Remember 6- | 
corruption and death, and abide in the Com- 
manaments. 
I ſhould not ſurely dare to fin agamſt my 
Oo want I but ſeriouſly conſider m-eve- 
ry act 1:do, and in every moment I breath, 
I am haſtening to my laſt breath, and that 
then I muſt give account as of every mo- 
ment of my -fime, ſo of every work, both 
ood and evil, at what time ſoever Fs 
| eek And: 'twas ſurely thus $. Paul 
died aaily. : | 1 Cor. r5.. 
3; To die the death of the righteous is 3” q 
the deſire even of the wicked ; but his laſt yumb..; . 
end ſhall be very unlike the others. "SY & 


Ut tibi mors falix contingat, vivere diſce: 
Ut felix poſſis vivere, difſge mort. 


The only; way: to-die- well, is-to live - 
on k _ he-that eye mw mie | 
ve by pninciples: ſaying: with ho j 
David, th, Soxl is continually in my hae Pl. rad 
and for ought I know it may expire at jog. © 
my next breathing, fince many thouſands + * * : 
in this very moment do breath their laſt. 
And 'tisonly this moment] can call-mine:_ ; 
for what time of my, life is-palt, cannot re- - 
turn - again: to be enjoyed, and what's ta 
come 1s not in mine}, but_ in the Lord's ng 
power: Ay time is inthy hand, In him. fog wy 
we. live. and moue, and have opr. being. 2 On 


Quay 


#2 


[ Eccl. 7. 
« ult. + 


Practical Yeditations upon 
'"-Quam feelix 8& prudens-----He 5s both a 
wiſe, and ah = whoſe endeavours are, 
fo to be qualified in his tife, as he deſires to 
be found m his death, TK. In order here- 
unto, 'tis the wholſome advice of a Father, - 
Cum mane fuerit--—- when 'tis morning, 
think that perhaps thou mayſt not: ſee the 
evening; and | when evening .comes, re- 
member that *tis uncertain whether thou 


| ſhalt ſee morning. ' 


g 
Thofe Ind5ax wiſemen call'd Brachmars, 
had their Sepulchres before their doors : 
that, both. ypon their going out, and com-- 
ing in,: tp might remember their ap- 
proaching death, as.a curb to reſtram them 
from allextravagantluſtings after the plea- 


— , riches and- honours of this mortal 


& 

"Tis recorded of John the famous Patri- 
arch of Alexandria, that whilſt he was in 
perfect health he had his monument fram- 
ed, but not finiſhed: and that he gave 
order -upon every Feſtival after the publick 
offices of the Church were ended, one of 


© the Prieſts ſhould fay unto lim alond ; 


Holy Father, your Monument ſhould be 
finiſhed, becauſe 'r5s not known at what honr 
the thief cometh/ © 

I cannot better adviſe both my felf and 
my Reader, than that mi every thing we 
£0 about we would every man of us ask 

miſelf this queſtion : Would I now do this 
if Fwers read) to die ? *Fis the Wiſeman's 
advice, whe 
member the end, and thew fhak never do 


- the Fotir Laff Things. 
- When an Emperor of the Eaft was new- 
ly proclaimed, before he ſpake to any per- 


n in the-ſtile of Majeſty, a Maſon comes | 


to him, and ſhewing him ſeveral kinds of 
Marble, demands of which of thoſe kinds 
of ſtone he would have his Sepulchre made: 
mtimating unto him, that although he 
was .made an Emperor, he' was not to for- 
get he was a mortal; and therefore at con- 
cerned him;” with ifuch juſtice and mercy 
to govern his BOP Kingdom, that he 
might not forfeit the loſs of the Kingdom 
CR. falneſs of -my death, and 
rom the forgetfalneſs 6f My Aearn, 

the ———_— my hife, from every evil work. 
wherennto ſuch orgetfulneſs may betray me, 
and from a ſudaen, aud an nmprepared death, 
good Lord deliver me. 

4. The Lord cloathed our firlt Parents 
with the skins of Beaſts, to put them in 
mind of that mortality and corruption of 
the fleſh they had contracted by their diſo- 
- bedience to his, commands : . the which as 
we their ſinful ang dodaily bear about 
us, ſo' onght we alfo to have the fame ina 
continual remembrance for the keeping 
under the unruly laſts! of the fleſh, thar 
we finally pu not from a ſpiritual to 
death eternal. -- _ - + 

And thus, every truly pious man thus 
remembers daily the unavoidable death * 
his corruptible body, fo as to keep his Sou 
- unſpotted of the world, and alive from the 
death of fin, continually mortifying all his 
evil and corrupt affections, and daily proceed- 
mg in all vertue and. godlineſs of lroing. 


And 


%. 


Paacical Yeditations upon 


And thus in the ſence of the holy Apo- 
ftle of our Lord, To ate dath, 1s not only 
daily to remember death, but daily to die 
unto fin, and live unto righteouſneſs unto 
the hopes of Eternal happineſs : (lighting 
all the falſe and flattering felicities of ths 
fawning world; as being not only empty 
and unſatisfying, but alſo mortal and dy- 


A holy confidence to die well, and mn 
hopes to enjoy Life Eternal after Death, is 
begotten in the heart, (faith the ſpiritual 
A Kempis,) 1. By a perpetnal _ of 
the world, 2. By a thorough ſelf denial. 
3. By a fervent deſire and endeavour for. 
proficiency in Grace, 4+ By the loveof auſci- 
pline, or ſtrift corporeal Auſterities. 5+ By the 
anwearicd labour of true Repentance. 6, By 
& willing and 7; obedience to all God's com- 


 manas. 7. By ſuffering contentedly; yea,even 

foxfully all = rs the love of Chriſt | 

And thus prepare for thy change to come, 
looking not (as becomes an 'Immortal 
Soul) at the things which are ſeen, but at the 
things which are not ſeen : for the things 
which are ſeen are temporal, but the things * 
which are not ſeen are eternal. ka 


_ The Prayer. 


O God the proteQor of all-that truſt in 1 
thee, without whom nothing is ſtrong, -# 
nothing 1s holy: Increaſe and multiply up- #4 
on us thy mercy; that thou being. our. / 
leader and guide, we may ſo paſs throqgh - 
things temporal, that we finally lo ne Z 


the Four Laſt Things. 


the things eternal : Grant this, O heavenly 


Father, Te thy Son Je/#s Chriſt. Amen. 


— 


MEDITAT:. IVc- 
of the Horror of Death. 


6 {pon the Law, when a Fowl was 
to be offered for a burnt Sacrifice 
unto the Lord, The head was tobe wrung 
off ; the crop with the feathers to be caſt in- 
to the place of aſhes: Intimating my 
cally that the way-to mortifie the ſwe 

of pride and luxury, and makeall the fea- 
thers of ſecular pomp and vanity to flag, is 

to turn our eyes unto the aſhes of t hedead, 
and ſee the horrid ſtate of ſuch as lye in 
the Grave, even of the moſt high, power- 


5 


| Levir, F, I 


ful and my fume den 4h ay | 
OE ine being \ px 


, _.S. 44 


© nica invited to Non = Rm the + 


« « Proich, to view the ſtately Edifices, and 
« ancient Monuments Þf-that, eminent Ci- 
> * ty, am other. raretics , he:faw the 
 Ereat Ceaſar's Seputchre , and therein his 
© carcaſs of a livi caltly colour ; _ face 


Fn _ ain. amp: bp: fack a-meagre leannefs, as 


$kin and bone conſiſting ; his 


c SH a Te pong rote rotted. pre his Teeth were 


* ſeen b ; his Noſe ſo 


that ly 8 pred ade hollows 
med th only his Belly burſt, 


« and (warming with Worms and Serpents; 
* his Eyes quite ſunk into lus head, and in 
W the rwo holes ' thereof two loarhlome 


. 
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* muchcocker and pamper it,*twill rebel,fub- 


"an? All that Tcan fay is the 


.Q why thow not pardon my te + 21; 
£ 4 


the Four Laſt Things. 
their outward faſhion and appearance : but 
when-death doth ſeize them they are equaE 
ly obnoxious to the ſame ſolitude, poyerty; 
and nakednels, to the ſame ſtench, corrup- 


he ſhall inherit creeping things, Beaſts 
Wrms. All the difference the 

twixt the-rich and the poor, is this; That 
the duſt of the rich, through the lnxury, 
Lſciviouſneſs, and intemperance of their 78 
life, is more corrupt and- loathſoime after 
their _ than is the 'duft of the poor, 
whoſe food and nouriſhment was more 
courſe and ſparing. - - RY DUES, 
rtal Soul, art _ 


ſervant for the preſent, but if thou too 


due, and lead thee captive to a worſe death, 
than that whereunto it ſelf is liable, even 
the death of the .nether . Hell ; here the _ 2 
Worn dieth not, and the fire is not quenched; Mat. 9-44-, 

2, Death u the wages of ſx: And I | 
have ſinned, vile wretch that Tam, I have 
ſinned, and what | ſhall I do, or what 
fhall I ſay unto thee, O thos pre 


» 
T have ſinned, and as long as I have a da Pſal. 38. 
tolive I will ay it : 7 will confeſs my wich= '*: 
edneſs, and be ſorry for 'my ſims.” © | 1 
' Mercy, good Lord, mercy I humbly beg : Job 7. 20, * 


and take away mine iniquity ? 
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| Ate not my days few, ceaſe then, and let 
me alone, that I may bewail my ſins, and take 
comfort 4 little, in the hopes of the pardon 
of them, through faith in the blood of my 
k ro, - dear Redeemer, before I go to the place from 


darkneſs, and of the ſhadow of death, . 
3. 1 know that to fleſh and blood death 
-150f all terribles the moſt ternble,706.18.14. 
but my bleſſed Redeemer hath pulled out 
the ſting, and quelled the oo, 
'Heb,2. 14. 1097+ 15. $5, 56, 57. He hath allo de- 
y ftroyed kim that had the power of death, 
| thatis, the Devil. 'So that now when death 
approacheth, through Faith and a good 
Conſcience I ſhall have hope, with a po 
tience-and contentment, to drink-off tha 
| how bitter and painful ſoever, ſaying 
| with my bleſſed Lord and Maſter upon his 
"Mar. 26 « he death, Father, not my will, but 
; 42. G I ? be done, 


The Prayer. 


A me mercifully, O Lord, to ſub- 
ject my rebellious fleſh to the guidance 
of the Spirit, and my fpirit-to the Laws of 


be the inheritance of Worms and creeping 
things, .my Soul may poſleſs a»-mmberitance 

: uncorruptible, and nndefiled, that fadeth nat 
away, 5 gay in the Heavens, through Je- 
fus Chriſt our Lord, Amer, 


20, 21. Whence I ſhall not return, to the land of 


EIT Sus 
$265 


. my Redeemer, that when my body ſhall 


M E-. 
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the Folr Laſt Things. 
MEDITAT. V. 
Of Preparation unto Deathe 


AS there is nothing more certain than | 
A death : For what mas is there that 1;- Plal. 8g. » 
weth and ſhall not ſee death? So thereis no- 47- * 
. thing more uncertain than the time of 

death ; for of that day and howr knoweth no- - 24. 


may. | 
'Tis therefore unknown, that it might "4 | 
be alway ſuſpeRted and awaited : The Son of wha. 
man cometh in an how when you think not i” K 
That his coming. y be hourly thought 
upon ; Latet dies witimus, ut obſerventmr Avg. 
ones dies : The day of our death 1s hidden 
from us, that all our days ſhould be no 
other but a preparation thereunto, the cer- PS 
tainty of the one engaging us unto fincert- * pr; be--. _ 
ty in the other *, minisChri- 
iani Us- 


ta nihil alind q* am continua ad mortem praparatio efſt debet.. © 


Every danger foreſeen is beſt prevented : 
And thus death the greateſt of dangers may 
be rendred the leaſt dangerous by a prudent 
fear, and careful provition for the fame: 

#1 pavet , cavet; qui negligit , incidit : 
wiuch may beſt be engliſhed in the lan- p,,,. 14. 
guage of the Holy Ghoſt; The wiſe man ,; 
feareth, and departeth from evil ; but 'the + Timeas © 
Fool rageth, and is confident to ſemper in 
| Vita mMOre 
hem qui mortis metum evadere velit. 

s The .. 
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II. 
The great end of this — is to 
prepare for death ; or rather for a ſafe paſ- 
lage through death to life Immortal: For 
upon the well or ill ſpending of the few mi- 
nutes of this preſent life depends either a 
bleſſed, or a miſerable Eternity, © ; 

It was the advice of awiſe man to his Þ .. 
fend, to have engraven in capital Letters, 
in ſome fuch place of his houſe, as mightbe. 7 x 
molt frequent in his view, to be often con- # q 
fidered : Momentum unde pendet Eternitas. T 


: HI. K 
EE an i 

O y 1 COMMMAINY + 
counſels, exhortations, admonitions, ' para». = 
bles, ſfimilitudes, arguments and'reafons, * 6f 
as this of the Chriſtian watch, i.e. to pre- © 
| pare, to provide, to be ready, to wait for K% oy 
| the coming of the Lord,or for the approach # r, 

Luke 12.. Of Death; whether he ſhall come in the firſt, - | 


0 


or in the ſecond, or in the third watch : Whe- 
; ther in the time of youth, or manhood, or 
" Mark 13. Old age: at all times, and in all ages be 
' . 34,35, 36, commands all men to be upon their watch. 
37s : This watch implies many particulars, 
which areſo many preparatives, unto death, 
1. To watch,is to have our eyes open, or 
our minds enbghtned by the holy true Chri- 
ſtian Faith. | | 
2. That the afſeRions of ourhearts,.and 
the ations of our lives be fratned according 
to what we rightly profeſs to beheve. 
To have our eyes not only. opened, but 
uphfied towards Heaven above, and not ftill 
poring upon the Earth below, 


4» In 


the Four Laſt Things. 
4. In on watch we muſt carefully ob- 

ſerve all The orders and commands given us 
. by Chrif the Captain of our Salvation. 

5. That we : off all Urowzineſs and 
ſluggiſhneſs, being aftive and vigorous in 
the execution of all ſuch commands ; and 

Z mall the reſpeCtive duties we owe to God _ 
a #; and Man. 

6. That when the Lord cometh, and 
knocketh at the door, by the batteries of 
death,we be both willing and ready to open 
Z untohim : And in order hereunto, | 
* 7. That our hearts be prepared toreceive 
2 the Lord, being ſofwept and cleanſed, thar 
3 nothing be found in any corner thereof, 
& which may offend him; who is the ſearcher: 
XZ 8. We muſtſtand upen our watch with 
* our loins giraed, or all irrational luſts re- 
# ſtrained; that we may be _— and rea- 
" dy to execute whatever our duty to God or 
&Man requires : Thus S. Jerome ſtood upon 
Shis watch, profeſiing that whether he did 
Feat or drink, reſt or labour, (ſleep or wake, 
She always heard the voice of the laſt Trum- 
2pct ſounding in his ears, Awake and come to 
Tudement. = 
3 9%. Laſtly, In this watch we muſt perſe- 
vere, not to be taken off by any wiles of Sa- 
Wan, concerns of the world, or allurements 
of the fleſh; but to ſtand fx'd and immo- 
able in our reſpeRive ſtations of Chriſtian 
uty, untill the great Captain and Lord of 
fe and death ſhall remove us hence. 

And may I thus, bleſſed Lord, continually 
ait for thy coming, — my loins girt, Mm 
| the 


-2:2 Practical Beditations upon - 
the reftriftion of all the unruly luſts ofmy 
-heart, and of all the rational imaginations 
of my head alſo : and my Lamp of the holy 
Chriftian Faith burning continually; being 
fed with the oil or unCtion of the holy Spr- 
rit of God, and ſhining in and through all 


=> on —_ EY 
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the whole conrſeof my life, by all fuch good = 


works as may glorifie thee our Father which 7 
art in Heaven. This is that ſacred light 
(even faith which worketh by love) which will 
infallibly guideme through all the mazes of -|? 
this mortal life, and convey me fafely * 
through the gloomy ſhades of dearh, into 3 
the Region of light, and life everlaſting. 2 


ho 


Amen. | 


IV. q 

- In this life our condition is changeable $ 

from better to worſe, and from worle to # 

better : But in death all hopes of bettering 

our condition are buried with the liveleſs 

2'Cor. 6.2. corps, Now 3s the acceptable time, now is the 
day of Salvation, *T'is m the day of this life i 

Phil 12 Tam commanded to work ont my Salvation 
© with fear and trembling. When the night of 
Ecclus. 9. death cometh no man can then work: There } 
10. z neither work, nor device, nor ary |. 


or wiſdom in the grave where thougoeſt. 


It 1s wiſely therefore adviſed m the follow-j 

ing words; Phatever thy hand finaeth to at,} 

do "it with 'all thy micht : Be vigorous, bel 

Col. 1. 10, ative, be zealous, be fruitful in every gool 

work, - 

The Soul that is laderi with the fruits of 
we!l-doing, ſhall chearfully in theapproact 

1 Pet, 4. of death commit her felf anro God, as 104 


Thok 


ulr, fairhful Creator. 


the Four Laſt Things. 

.' Thoſe good deeds, which through the 
merits of Chriſt will render us ſecure in the 
hour of death are, . 

7. Devout and humble, frequent and fer- 
vent prayers unto God, and praiſes of him, 
wherein wedo moſt immediately both com- 
mit and commend our Souls unto God, and 


gain his grace-and favour, eſpecially when 


accompanied with, : 
2. Faſtings | ang : By theſe we offer our 
ies 1n ſacrihee unto God : as by Prayer 
our Souls. 
3. Charitable Almfdeeds, for with /a#ch 
ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. 


Such preparation for death is adviſed by x15, 16. 


the wiſe Sracides, Ecclus. 14. 12+» Rernens- 
ber that Lark will not be long in coming : and 
that the} covenant of the grave ts mt ſhewed 
wnto thee, Verſe 13. Do good to thy friend be- 
fore thow die > put not off to thy laſh Will antl 
Teſtament : but according to thy ability ſtretch 
ot thy hand, and give unto the poor. 

To make the poor our friends, or rather 
our Acts of charity towards them, againſt 
the day of geath, is commanded by our 
Lord, Lukg 16. 9, Make _ ſelves Friends 
of the Mammon of unrighteouſneſs , in the 
yu "rms rp. . mgmny Ie? of your 
worldly ; that when you fail, your bo- 
dies fail to be the habitation -; your Souls ; 
they may receive you into everlaſting habita- 
i0ns ; Which is yet more fully and plainly 
commanded by our Lord, Lake 12.33, 34, 
35 36. Thus the wiſe Virgins were provided, 
for the coming of the Bridegroom, with 0:/ 
in their Lamps ; their light of Faith was 

B 2 kept 


24 


Pſal. 112. 
9. 


| Rev. 14. 
I 3. | 
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kept flaming by charity and good works, 
by which means they were admitted into the ? 
Bridal-chamber of Celeſtial Paradife: from 
avhence the fooliſh Virgins were excluded, 
who had Lamps, but no Oil ; Faith with- 
out Charity ; or elſe good works without 2 
fincere intentions, and holy affections in 
the performance of them, Mar. 25. 3, 4— #7 

*T is not doubted, but every act of Chari- 7 
ty 1s tranſient, and every 'S work of what * 
nature ſoever, takes end with the work 

done: but the Charity, the Piety, the #i/- * 


dom, the Righteouſneſs of every religious * 
| work is not of a dying ſtamp : For righte-' 3 | 
' exſneſs is Immortal, Wild. 1.17. 2 , 
As therefore the good works of holy and 7} } 
ood men paſs away and vaniſh, fo the h- F , 
lineſt and charity of their aCtions paſs into # 
Heaven, and ſand there upon record to # p 
plead through the merits of Chr:/? for their # 2 
. admiſſion into thoſe Regions of bliſs. Y 7 
He hath diſperſed abroad, he hath given $ 
to the fo his righteouſneſs rematheth f e- 3 #7 
ver ; his horn ſhall be exalted with honour, 
Bleſſed are the dead who die in the Lord, of 
they reſt from their labours, and their works ©, 
follow them. " 87: 
Lord, Ipray thee, that Hy grace may al- $ thy 
way prevent and follow me; and make me con- if Re 
tinually to be given to all good works ; the ne- f ar; 
ver failing fruits of a true Chriſtian Faith; qe 


and by theſe inſeparably comoyn'd to make my. 
calling and eleftion ſure, ſealed in the bloudof 
my aear Redeemer, Amen. "3 


+ "he BR 


the Four Laſt Things. 


V. | 

1: There are three-general meſſengers of 
Death : 1. Chance : 2+ Sickneſs : 3. Old age. 
Chance renders the life of man doubtful 
and uncertain : Sickneſs makes 1t grievous 
3 and weariſome : Old Age makes 1t tedious, 

;* and Death inevitable. 
| Some perſons areſtifled in their Mothers 
$ womb, anddie before they ſee the light of 
* thislite. SE : 
* Somedieintheir infancy, ſome in their 
:* youth, ſome in their man's eſtate, and ſome 
' 3 there be, but theſe areof all other thefew- 
= eft in number, who die in their Old age : 
= And = the moſt of men do not only deſire, 
| Z but fondly conceit they hall Ke tobe old” 
- # and yet never think themſetves old enough 
2 todie; which makes ſo many millions of 
> 3 perſons die unpreparedly : And fo paſs from 
r a temporal to death eternal : For death is 
then moſt generally the neareſt,. when 'tis 


, 3 conceited to be furtheſt off. Afors enim yn. 


- #3 propor efſe folet, cum longins abeſſe putetur, 
=” Ts the thought of alo Fg gon" {ll 
i; # of a longer life, that is the great impedi- 
& 7 ment of Repentance, and amendmetit of 
& life : whereby the Devil hurries men by 
_ throngs to be his woful companions in his 
-* R of blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. 
c- 3 And the great Reaſon is,becauſeRepentance 
h; 8 delayed till Sickneſs, or Old Ags come, is 
not only uncertain and unſafe, but very. ſel- 
lof BK domornevertruly and ſincerely performed. 
3 Tis a dreadful _ 


| of S. Hierome ; That 
ſcarce one of ten thouſand, who have continued 
1 any ſinful courſe of li 


fe, without the. con{ci- 
B3 ___ emtious 


Pzactical Veditations upon ! 
eNtious F mam of a true and timely R oe 5 
ag 2 


FAnCe, ao ever etl repent, as to 

the remiſſi ron EC in the hour of deat : 
For the prevention of ſogreat kk _ 'S 

ral a miſchief, and perdition of ungodly 3 


Heaven hath ordained, that in all ages and * 
conditions of men this life ſhall takeend : 
that ſo none how young and luſby ſoever, 
with his bones full of marrow, ſhould yet 
dare to live unprepared for death h, preſu- 
ming ſtill upon further time forRepentance 
and Amendment of li 

Tu in ſenettutem ſana aefers confilia, & mn- 
fe vitam virinchoare quo pauci perduxerunt : 
Pulkitia magna oft tunc urvere incipere, cuns © 


de ſinendum oft Z 
d Lord, is, we wot _— anon J 
t = 1095 0 an, 
4 rug fromy, 

paſs the remainder of my day 
pratiice of =; SA Cadl 


ious, _ fear, 1 may die is by 2 
pov, well grounded hope to live Arr thee 3 
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—_—_ Amen-- 


VI. 
Rn Jy change in my frail conſtitution, | 
pe gy} and ache in my corruptible } 
fleſh, all diſtempers and diſcaſc opted 
many memorials of my My 
older I grow, the nearer ſtill is thea 
t of my diſſolution by the hand rep ; 
for that which dec and waxeth oldis rea- 
4) to vaniſh aw 


2, Happy is t Eran, who on hi bed of 


Heb.8.ult. 


men ; the All-wiſe and good Providence of |} - 


the Four Laſt things. 
death can: ſay with the Apoſtle, 1 beve 
fonght «good fight, againlt all the aſſaults of- 


enjoyn'd me. [have kept the Faith, untain- 
ted,by any Atheiſticalimaginations,hereticaf 


opinions, or ſinful praCtices : and I have- 
been faithful in the diſcharge of thoſe offices, 
and relations, wherein my great Lord and. 


Maſter hath entruſted-and enſtated me. 

If my heart condemn me not in any of 
theſe reſpects, I may thence conclude with 
joy and exultation, from henceforth there 
is laid up a Crows. of righteouſneſs, which 
the righteons Fudge ſhall grue me at that day; 


«ud not tome only, but te all them alſo that love © 


his appearance. 


The Prayer. 
] ook graciouſly upon me, O Lord, I be- 
4 ſcech thee,in the time of my approach- 
mg difolution : and the more the outward 


man decayeth, ſtrengthen me fo much the | 


more continually by thy Grace and Holy 


Spirit in theinner man : give me unfeigned - 


tepentance for all the errors of my lite paſt, 


and a ftedfaſt Faith in thy Son Je/#ss, that 


my fins may be done away by thy mercy,and 
my pardon ſealed 'in Heaven, before I go 
hence and be no more ſeen, 


> IL. 
the midſt of life we be-:in death : of 


Yet, 


” fig 


N 

F whom may we ſeek for fuccour but of - 
_ O Lond who. for our ſins art juſtly 
diſpleaſed2.. _-” % 


27. 


. 


2Tim-4-7- 1 
the Devil, the World and the Fleſh, which-- | 
war againſt the Soul : 1 have finiſhed my. 
courſe : as the courſe of my lite ; ſo the - 
_ courſe of godlineſs in all itsreſpeCtive duties - 


 & 


% 
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Yet, O Lord God moſt holy, O Lord # 
moſt mighty, O holy and moſt merciful 3 
Saviour, dehver us not into the bitter pains * 
of eternal Death. a . BW 

Thou knoweſt Lord the ſecrets of our % 
hearts: ſhut not up thy merciful ears to ® 
our Prayers, but — O Lord moſt 
holy, O God moſt mighty, O holy and ? 
moſt rherciful Saviour, thou moſt worthy 3 
Judge eternal, ſuffer us not at our laſt 7 
ur for any pains of Death to fall from # 
tnee, 


103 


JY my lat hour, O Lord, I humbly beg 
thy proteftion from the bulie ſuggeſtt- # 
ons and direful inſultings of my = ene- ® , 
mies, the Devil and his Angels : Ohlet not *# 

then my Faith fail, or my Hope wither, or # a 
my Charity wax cold with the waining # w 
fleſh: but when all my joynts ſhall tremble # c 
by the batteries of death, mine eyes be * 

darkned, and my tongue falter, then, O Z 

then let.my heart be ed towards my © T1 


ON 


ous 


God, waiting upon thee, longing for thee, 7 
and inceffant y praying ſhew egy Wercy, 3 
O Lord, and grant me thy Salvation, © an 


the Four Laſt Things, —a9 


i The XXXIX. Pſalm. 
} 
: Verſes, 
4 nf I Said, 1 will take heed to my ways: 
X that 1 offend not in my tongue *. *Theme- 
ll ditation 


Z and more eſpecially to. avoid: the offences of 


tongue. 


* of death makes every wiſe man careful ofall his m_ 


2. 1will keep my mouth as *twere with 
a bridle : while the ungodly is inmy fight *. — ; 
: ngue is 
3 an unruly evil, and muſt be tam'd as a wild horls 
&Z with a bridle, eſpecially when provok'd by captious, 
$ contentious and quarrelſome 


LGICERen > II I IEG 4 49h 
oD : FO ns A n 
Re LI NS IE RE Sha 0 
: 0 EY INOS IRS 


3. 1 held my tongue, and ſpake nothing : 
= I kept filence, yea even from good words, | 
s but it was pain and grief unto me *. * Re- 

. proaches 
are for the moſt part beſt anſwered with. a diſcreet 


ence; ſo was our Lord, as a Lamb, d 
© the Shearers ” 


vw = OO a0 = & 1 1 Us 


w_ 


4- My heart was hot within, and while. MO 
& i 1 was thus mufing, the fire kindled:*: and * Toa 
at the laſt 4 ſpake with my tongue |}. _ om 


words is ſometimes neceſfary for the olds of an 
evil conſtruction ; but ſuch filence is grieyous to the 
; Bs pious 
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pious Soul, which burns with the fire of divine love, | 
and zeal to God's glory, The zeal of thine houſe hath 
even eaten me up. 3 

| Though it be often inconvenient to ſpeak before | 
wicked Men, yet it 1s alway neceflary to ſpeak unto #3 
God by Prayer. | J 


- Lord, let me know mine end, and the 4 
' _ wumber of my days : that F may be certified # 
* Tis a how long 1 have to live *. 3 
bleſſing | 


we ought alway to pray for, to be feelingly ſenſible of ; ; 
e | 4 


the ſFÞrtneſs of our life. L 

6. Behold thou haſt made my days as ; | 
"twere a ſpan long ; and mine age 1s nothing 
no mm reſpett of thee : and verily every man ® 
®* The life /iving is altogether vanity *. . 
of: man if S s 4 O #3 
compar'd with God's everlaſting Being, is rather to be 7? 
—_ a death than a life, a vanity, not a verity of * 

ing. + lj 


7. For man walketh in a vain ſhadow, © 

be diſquieteth himſelf in vain: he heapeth |} 

#p riches, and cannot tell who ſhall gather | 
* The them *, I 
hearts | 
men are darkned with the ſhadows of happineſs, # *© 
whilſt they vainly care for worldly wealth, which is $F £ 
bs it ſelf. = 4 


as tranſitory and uncertain as the 


$, And 


the Four Laff Things. 31 
8. Aud now, Lord, what is my hope? 
traly my hope 1s even in thee *, 


e # norinall the world affords, but in God alone thay -» 
0 #F all hopeof true happineſs is attainable. | 


*'Tis not” 


” 


A 9. Deliver me from all mine offences * \, 
e 3 and make me not a rebuke to the fooliſh *. * Our fins - 


| EET SSP. 
Z usofall true we opesin God : &-- | 
Z wusliable to the NS Ion of fooliſh men. 
Y 10. ame dumb, and opened not my 5 
| We 


mouth : for it was thy doing *. 


, muſt 
» © with a patient filence ſuffer the reproaches of others; -. ? 
5 | becauſe occaſioned by our offences, and becauſe ſent.«.- 
- 2 from God for our amendment. | 


: 11. Take thy plague away from me : I 
f = am even conſumed by the means of thy 
And ” 


3 heavyband |. | 

6 | 5 _— 
,' 3 withal, that we deſerve to be conſumed by the -juſt.” 
| ; : judgments of God. | R. 


Ft 12. When thou with rebukes deft cha-. - 
ften man for fm, thou makeſt his beauty to 
conſume away, as 'twere a moth fretting a - 
garment : every man therefore is but va- 


atty *., | Des * Whos = 
PREP bghreſt | 
chaftiſements do eafily deface the beauty, and decay -» * 


the ſtrength of the corruptible body, 


"4% 13. Heay ar , 


_— 
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13. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and with 
thine ear canſider my calling : hold not thy 

* There- peace at my tears *. 


- fore the ; 
- devout Soul is poured forth in Prayers, with tears of ® 
godly ſorrow for her offences, from whence all the 7 


muſeries of this life do flow, 


14. For Tam a ſtranger with thee: and 
*The u ſojourner as all my fathers were *, 
earth 18a 
ſtrange land to the immortal Soul, whoſe 
is Heaven, where ſhe was framed þy the 
Almighty after his own Image. 


15. O ſpare me a little that 1 may reco- 


ver my ſtrength, before I go hence and be 


* Which no more ſeen *, 


tears, Time and Space by Repentance, Faith and 


new Obedience, to recover her native h and 


' beauty, before ſhe leave her tabernacle of fleſh. 


Glory be tothe Father, &c. 
As it was in the beginning, &e. 


The Prayer. 


Cline my days are but as a ſpan, ſhort 


” and uncertain, I humbly beſeech w_ 
O Lord, to wean my heart from the dif- 


a home # 
ofthe 


quictude of workdly cares; and that Lmay | 


A 
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Image py 
being defaced by her ſims, ſhe humbly begs with 
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x 
3. 
ey 
+», £ 
Ry 
RX. 
yea, 
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the Four Laſt Things, 33 
be fruitful in all the good works of obedi- 

ence and charity, to repair the breaches of 

thy bleſſed Image which mine offences 

. have made, before my departure hence : 

3 that fo recovering the ſpiritual health and 

, & Aftrength of my Soul, I may dieinthy Grace 

and Favour, through 7e/#s Chrift. 


= wha 


The XC. Pſalm. 


in all ages of the world applied themſelves unto the ? 
_ for ſuccour, ſupport aud protection in all con- . 
ti0ns, | 


Y 2. | hg thou haſt been our Refuge from 
py one generation to another *. * Hely | 
2 1 men have - 


| 3 2. Before the mountains were brought 

| forth, or ever the earth and the world 
were made : thou art God from everlaſt- 
ing and world without end *, : 


being &- 
ternal is alſo immutable in his mercy, coocne 
power and providence over all. : n 

3. Thou turneſt man to deftraltion : 

again thou ſayſt, Come again ye children of 
, men *, , Done 
| "N ſing both 

health and ſickneſs, proſperity and adverſity, hte and 
death to the ſons of men, according to his all-juſt, all 
merciful, all-wiſe good pleaſure, 4 For 


" 34 Paadical Beditations upon 
4- For a thouſand years in thy fight are ! 
. but as yeſterday: ſeeing that is paſt as a * 
Lhe watch in the night *. 8 
- 20Ng 

courſe of man's life in reſpe&t of God's eternal pravi- 
 fion, is but as a day that is already paſt, or as one of 
the night-watches, which is both ſwift and ſhort, and 
alſo dark-and gloomy through frequent,croſs.and ad- 
| verſe occurren | | 

'$. As foon as thou ſcattereſt them, they 

are even aſleep : and fade away ſuddenly as 
Ig ” ſeep the graſs *. 


 ISTNCE i- 


i T 


' mage of death, fo the life of manin this world is but 
or ſhadow of life, for as a ſhadow it fleeth 


he 
+ the purſuer and fadeth as the graſs. 


6. Inthe morning it ts green, and grow- 
g ethup: inthe evening it is cut down, dried 
' * Which wp and withered *, 
the ſame X 

day beholds both growing and cut down, flouriſhing 


and withered. 


7. For we confume away in thy diſplea- ? 

fure : and are afraid at thy wratbful in- | 
* This adignation *, z 

* frailty of _ 

humane life is the puniſhment of fin, which incurs 

moſt juſtly God's indignation and wrath, 


$. Thos 


. the Four Laft Things. 35 7 

8. Thou haſt ſet our miſ-deeds before b 
thee : and our ſecret ſins m the light of A 
thy countenance *, * Whole + 


eyes are # I 
ten thouſand times brighter than the Sun, both ſeeing” 
and recording the molt ſecret of our ſinful ways, : 


9. For when thou art angry, all our days 
are gone: we bring our years to an end, as 


it were 4 tale that ts told *, * 'Tis 

| through 
God's juſt anger for our ſins, that our days are ſhort- 
ned, and our years are ſpent in vanity and trouble, 


10. The days of our age are threeſcore 
gears and ten: and though men be ſo ſtrong 
that they come to fourſcore years, yet 15 therr 
ſtrength then but labour and ſorrow : ſo 
fon paſſeth it away and we are gone ®, * The 


miſeries . 
of man's life are not ſo great through the ſhortneſs | 
thereof, as that his forrows, and troubles are increaſed 
with tus days. | N 

I1. But who regardeth the power of thy 
wrath ? for even thereafter as a man fear- , 
eth, ſo 1s thy diſpleaſure *, . _ *Gedn. | 

Sg diſplea- 
ſure for ous ſins is either more or leſs, according as we * 
do lefs or more ſtand in awe thereof. 


I2. So teach us tonumber our days: that 
we may apply our hearts unto wifdom *, * True 


15 attained by theferious contemplation of thefrailty of * 
lite and certainty of deaths ETC 


36 Pzactical Deditations upon 
b ' 13. Turn thee again, O Lord, at the 
-* Inter- Joſt: and be gracious unto thy ſervants *. 


* with our meditations devout Prayers for the propiti- 
+ ous grace and favour of God, 


L 14. O ſatisfie ws with thy mercy, and 
F ' that ſoon : ſo ſhall we rejoyce and be glad all 
ms Which the days of our life *. 


| alone can / | ; 
| fatisfic the deſires of the immortal Soul, and throughly # - 
| rejoyce the ſame, | : 


15. Comforts again now after the time | 
thou haſt plagued us: and for the years % 
{ * We wherein we have ſuffered adverſity *. FF © 
may rea- 

- ſonably alledge our ſufferings, though for our ſins, as 

{ motives to implore the co zonsof God's Spirit. 


16. Shew thy ſervants thy work : and 
* God's their children thy glory *. 


+ work is mercy, and 'tis his glory to be gracious, for 
| the which the righteous do pray both for elves 
' and their Chluldren, - 


17. And the glorious Majeſty of the 
Lord our God be upon us: proſper thou the 
work of our hands upon us, proſper thou our 
F * God's ' handy work *, 
| glorious 

' Majeſty appears by the gracious influences of his Hop 


{ 


the Four Laff Things. 
g 
glory and our own eternal happineſs. 


Glory be to the Father, &c. 


As it was in the beginning, Qc. 


The Prayer. 


A mighty God, the Fountain of all 
s Wiſdom, grant me ſo wiſely to num- 
ber and compare the ſhort and forrow- 
ful days of this mortal Life, with that 
joyful and never, ending day of a bleſſed 
eternity ; ' that deſpiſing the vanities of the 
one, I may zealoully aſpire to the happineſs 
of the other. O ſatisfie the panting deſires 
of my Soul, with the ſenſe of thy mercy in 
= pardon of my fins: _ lt the glory of 
thy grace appear, in proſpering me to per- 
form all thoſe good works of Faith md 
' bedience, which conduce to my eternal Sal- 
vation, through Jeſ#s Chriſt. 


your: whereby we work the works of God, to his , 


37 


5 
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Heb. 9.27. 


Eccl. 12.7. 


I 4. 
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ho. 


— 


THE 


Second general Meditation | + 


Particular Judgment. 


T is 


this houſe 


UPON 


JUDGMENT. 


And firſt the 


ned anto man once to die, and 
after that the FTudement : No ſooner 
fleſh, wherein the- 


.. immortal Soul. doth now inhabit, be 


- on every rm 
upon hus death : 
the earth as it was, then ſþ 
turn unto God that gave it: To give anac- 
count of the wo ne in the body, whether 


they be goed, or whether they be emi, 


ſhattered in pieces by the hand of death, 
but in the ſame moment-the departing Soul 
ſhall be conveyed by the Angels of God 
before his Judgment-ſcat: and this is call'd' 
The particular Judgment, that ſhall paſs u 

in particular immediately 
when the _ return to . 


the Spirit re- 


That. 


the Four Laſt Things. 
That grand _ of man, the Devil, 
awaits Soul's de e hence, to dog 


39 


thee to the great Tnbunal of Heaven. 1s 1/le enin 


this life he fawns to ſeduce, but inthe other he tunc ſavi« | 


will roar to devonr, 4s a Lion over his prey : ens capit 
to this end he will vehemently accuſe thee, 995 nuwc 


aggravating all thy _—_— = through his * 
ſuggeſtions committed, claiming thee 
as one of the ſubjefts of his kingdom of 
darkneſs: ſaying to the great Judge of all, 

as ſeveral Fathers obſerve : 


blandiens: 
adecipit, 


Greg. 


© This _ n (thou Judge of the world) £4. 


- * thou h 


be thine by Creation, yet he is Emif: | 
;, mine y Depravation: Heis Thine by na- Hom. Aug, 


" txre, but mine by fi, for he has obeyed 9797: 207. 
« my ſuggeſti diſobeyed thy Laws : 70 _ 


© and therefore he belong to thee. *'* 
3 of bir een 

he is t in $ wor k 
* but mine by the rebellion of his will, and 
Io * diſorder of his affettions : having yielded 


© ments. 

But 'tis not the Devil alone that ſhall 
thus accuſe thee when arraigned at the Bar 
of divine Judgment: but (as S. Chry/o/tom 
faith) the Heavens and the Earth, 2 the- 

Sea, the Sun-and the Moon and the Stars, 
bor Nights and Days, and all the Crea: 
tures thou haſt abuſed, ſhall bear witneſs 
againſt thee: but above all, 

Thine own Conſcience ſhall be as athou- 
ſand witneſſes ; for being then freed from 
this clog and damp of = corruptible fleſh, 
all thy imaginations and deſires, all th 
wor 


- 
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words and works ſpoken and done in the 
body,. ſhall appear to thy Conſcience in 
their native, genuine and proper colours, 


without any ignorance or oblivion, miſper-' 


fwaſion or miſprifion, which now blinds the 
minds of many thouſands to their eternal 
ruine on that day. 
Job 9. 2. - O who ſhall then be able to anſwer thee 
Pſ. r3o. 3. one of a thouſand(thou moſt worthy Judge 
eternal) if thou ſhouldſt be extream to 
mark what 1s done amiſs, and thy great 
mercy intervene not to mitigate the rigor of 
thy Juſtice ? 
Pl. 38.15, HFutin thee have Tput my traſt: Thou ſhalt 
' anſwer for me, O Lord my God. I haveno 
other Advocate to plead my cauſe, but my 
righteous Judge himſelf from whom in my 
16. daily prayers / have required that they, even 
mine enemies, ſhould not triumph over me, 
when I ſtand tobe judged before the Tribu- 
I Whomlſcrſ hough 
Eccl. 23. o W1ll ſet ſcourges over my thoughts, 
2, 3, « and the diſcipline of wiſdom over my 
& heart, that they ſpare me not for mine 
« 1gnorances, and paſs not by my fins? 
© Leſt mine ignorances increaſe, and my 
© ſins abound to my deſtruftion: And I 
© fall before mine adverſaries (in the day of 
« my trial) aud mine enemies (the ſpirits 
* and powers of darkneſs) rejojce over me, 
a ms bevy is-far from thy mercy. 


AMeaitat, II. 
Pal. 119. Ay fleſhtrembleth for fear of thee, aud I 


120, aw afraid of thy Tmdgments: when I oy 
3 


a rt” BHS OO mBTPrulD 


A CC a od. a ts a hood Ed 


the Four Laſt Things. 
der the ſeverity of many of thy temporal 
judgments, whichare now intended todrive 
{mners to Repentance, that thou ing 
ſpare them hereafter, I cannot but foreſee 
the unconceivable rigour of thy eternal judg- 
ments, which intend puniſhment only, 
without any thought of furure mercy to 
ſpare and to forgive, as in this life. 

And I vile finner have great cauſeto fear, 
as a ſtrict examination which all muſt un- 
dergo, ſo ſevere a ſentence to _ me, 
w_ not ſo conſcienciouſly as I ought 
obeyed the ſacred dictates of the ſaving grace 


of God, teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs Tir. 2,171, 


and worldly luſts, we ſhould ove ſoberly, righ- 
reonſly and godly in this preſent world, 

With os face then ſhall I look for the 
bleſſed hope, or hope for bleſſedneſs upon 
the appearance of thegreat God and ourSa- 
viour Jeſs Chriſt ? 

I have a greater cauſe to fear, than to 
hope; to wave, than to await his _— 

But how ſhall I avoid, or whither ſhall 
I flee from the face of my Judge? whither 
but from an offended God, to a merciful 
Redeemer? from the Throne of thy Juſtice, 
to thy Mercy-ſeat 2 To meet theenow with 
Repentance in my heart, and the fruits 
thereof brought forth in the actions of my 
life; and with ſuch ſpiritual wings cemen- 
ted with the bloud of my Redeemer, Imay 
hope to flee from the wrath to come, 


O God who art juſtly difpleaſed for our Matsof : 


fins, and pacified by our true and ſincere 
Repentance ; ſpare, O ſpare all thoſe who 
confeſs their ſins unto thee; that they whoſe 

A; con- 


4% 
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conſciences by fin are accuſed, by thy mer- 
ciful _ may be abſolved through Chriſt. 
our Lord. 


AMeaitat., II. 
Before Tudgment examine thy ſelf : and in 


the dayof viſitation thou ſhalt find mercy. 


And I, upon the examination of my ſelf 
do find my heart foul and polluted, my 
hs nn d w_s as ns; _ 9 

Ca judgment of G judge 
my Ge wy a miſerable finner, I judge my 
ſelf to have incurr'd the Lord's juſt indigna- 
tion, to have deſerved the di ſentence 
of condemnation to paſs upon me. For / 
have famed, and Ihave done wickealy, and 1 
have committed iniquity, and have rebelled 
againſt the Lord by departing from his moſt 
holy Laws aud Tudgments, 

Many will bemy accuſers when I come to 
my great Trial upon life or death eternal : 
and many and great accuſations have they 
to lay againſt me: the Devil and his An- 
gels, whoſe ſuggeſtions unto evil I have too 
often followed; many men, and many wo- 
men too who have beer conſcious of my fins, 
and of whoſe fins I have been many ways 
puilty: All the good Creatures of God I 
have abuſed, and his mercies in them : all 
thoſe evil deeds I have committed, and the 
many good offices I have wittingly omitted, 
all which ſtand upon record in the Lord's 
black book of remembrance: and mine own 
Conſcience ſhall bear witnels to all theſo 
undeniable Evidences, | 

Theſe 


Pr 


I nn. gy © 1 OO &f 


' _ the Four Laſt Things. 
Theſe are the Books that ſhall be opened 
againſt me: and I have not what to anſwer 


for my ſelf: But my truſt is in the tender Pal. 26.1. 


mercies of the Lord, therefore I ſhall not fall 

and be caſt in my trial. Holy Feſar, Urs 

waſt condemned being innocent, acquit me 

_— greatly nocent through Faith in thy 
u 


oud. 
Tuage me, O Lord, according to thy righ- Pf. 35. 24, 


rteouſneſs, not after mine; for 'ris little, and 
good for little: but 'tis thy righteouſnels, 
Holy Je/as, both aCtive an pulſe Imuft 
plead for my acquittance when judged by 
thee: then, O then ler not mine enemies tri- 
amph over me. | 

Let them. not ſay in their hearts, there, 
there, ſo would we have it : neither let them 
ſay, we have devoured him : Butin thehour 
of death and in the day of Judgment, 


Good Lord deliver me. 
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Mat. 25. 
31, 
32. 


1Theſ.5.2. 


Practical Bevitations upon 


UW—_— 


MEDITATIONS 


UPON THE 


General Judgment. 


Hen the Son of man ſhall come in his Glo- 
ry, and all his holy Angels with him, 
then ſhall he fit upon the Throne of his Glory, 
And before him all nations ſhall be ga- 
thered — 
This is called The day of the Lord, by way 
— — as being of all days the grea- 
relr, | 


L, 

And that firſt in reſpect of the great a 
pearance which ſhall be upon this day, bot 
of the Judge and the rk con be judged. 

1- Greatand glonous, terrible and ama- 
zing ſhall be the appearance of the Judge 


himſelf, with all his numerous attendants. 


His perſonal appearance ſhall be in Maje- 
fty and great glory; not in reſpect of his 
Divine nature, for that appears not to the 
eyes of fleſh ; but in refpecbef 
nature aſſumed. 

That nature which appear'd here upon 
earth, poor, mean, contemptible : where- 
in he was deſpiſed and ſcorned, whipt and 
ſcourged, beaten and buffetted, beſpatte- 
red with ignomimous ſpittings and vilere- 
proaches : 


of his Humane _ 


oaches_; rack'd, disjoynted, diſtorted 
Sefemngl -nailed and pierced, crucified and 
died : ſhall upon this day appear cloathed 
| with Majeſty and crowned with glory : E- 
very eyeſhall fee him, even they alſo who 
ierced him ; and the marks in his nailed 
ands, in his nailed feet, and in his gored 
ſide ſhall appear as ſo many ſhining Stars 
for their glittering ſplendor. 

2. A great day in reſpect of the nume- 
rous attendants upon this great Judge ; of 
whom Dan. 7. 9.---when the qucient of days 
did fit--- _Rg thouſands miniſtred anto 
him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſtood 

| before him; OO was ſet, and the 


books eg 4 

When this day of the Lord cometh, the 
' Sun ſhall be turned intodarkneſs , and the 
Moon into bloud ; and all the glittering 
Stars ſhall fall from their Orbs : but then 
the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine, atten- 
ded by all the triumphing Saints and An- 
gels of Heaven, who ſhall appear as ſo ma- 
ny Stars in the Firmament above, dazlin 
the eyes, and aſtoniſhing the hearts of 
perſons to be judged; and this renders, _ 

3. This day a great day in reſpect of the 
appearance that ſhall then be; even of all 
the Men that ever lived, or ſhall live upon 
the face of the earth : and of all the Angels 
alſo, who are more numerous than men mn 


the judgment of the Schoolman; whofaith, 7 


the Four Laſt Things. . 
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Ag. p.1. 


that there be as many, if not more, of ſpi- 9. 50, 4c. 
poral Beings, 


itual than of cor 
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Mar. 12. 
36, 37- 


1Cor. 4. 5. 


Pſ go. 8. 
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4. A great day m reſpetof the multitu- Ml 
dmous Trials, even of all \ the works that  d 
ever have been done, from the Creation to © 
the diflolution of all thmgs under the Sun, Y a 

And not our works only; but < 

5. Of all our words, even of every 1dle & of 
word an accoufit muſt be given: By ry tn 
words thon ſhalt be Jaſtified, andby thy wor W 
thon ſhalt be condemned. fa 

6. Not our words and works only, but 
even the inward thonghts, intentions, and de-MW It 
res of our hearts ſhall be 'd to open MW w] 
view and cenſure : the Lord will bring to light Ml thi 
the hidden things of darkneſs, and will make rec 
manifeſt the counſels of all hearts. Br 

The moſt ſeared Conſcience of the wick- WW #e 
ed, and the moſt ſubtle ſecret Conſcience of W m2» 
the Hypocrite, ſhall by the all-piercing light /0» 
of the divine Majeſty be difplayed, and ap-W m) 
pear as manifeſt and open, as if all the coun-W da) 

els thereof had been written with a beam of | cur 
the Sun: For tho, O Lord, haſt ſet onr mf tha 
deeds before thee, and our ſecret ſins in the me 
hight of thy countenance, hid 

'Tis recorded of Agathon, a perſon fa fro 
mous amongſt the «Ag yptian Fathers for me 
ſtritneſs and holineſs ot life, that he wa Con 
notwithſtanding exceedingly afraid upon hs 
approaching death : An being demanded 
the reaſon of his fear by ſuch as knew the I 
:nnocence of his life : He anſwered, That /*/, 
the judgments of God do vaſtly differ from} ro 
the judgments of Men : Every way of man it call 
right in his owneyes, but the Lord weight Whii 
the ſpirits, Prov. 16. 2» Woe, woe to the *Xc 


- - ” 


holy and innocent life amongſt _ 


the Four Laff Things. —=47 
Pthe tnercy 6f God do not interpoſe in the 
day of Judginent. - | 

' For alas, who is fo holy, who ſo pure 

and innocent, 43 to ftand with any confi- 
dence in that all-difceming light of the Sun 
of ate, orien Whoſe eyes are a thouſand Fccl. 23, 
times brighter than the Sun, beholding all the 19. 
ways of men, and conſidering their moſt ſecret 


parts, 
| I have been guilty (moſt merciful Father) 
8 I havebeen guilty of manifold miſcarriages; 
which I have now forgotten, nor can I 
through the ſtrifteſt examination of my (elf, 
recal to my memory many ofmine offences p 
But although I cannot, yet tho numbreſt my Job 14.16, 
ſteps : doſt thou not watch over my fin ?-—— '7* 
my tranſareſſion is ſealed up in abag, and thou 
foweſt up mine iniquities. | So ſurely are all 
my tranſgreſſions kept in ſtore againſt the 
day of my Trial : whilſt I ſenſual and fe- 
cure, think all is well enough with me, and 
that my -fins are forgotten: 0 m__ tho Pſ.19.12. 
me from allmy fecret faxlts: and as they are: 
hid from my memory, /# hide thox thy fare PL. 51. 9. 
from them; blot them out of thy Bookofre- - -_. 
membrance, that they appear nor to my 
confuſion on that great and laſt day, 


TIS Oy a= 
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ſelf, yea even the wicked for the day of evil, 
Prov. 16. 4. The greatday of ſudgmentis 
call'd x97” iZog4v, the day of evil; As for 
which day the Lord hath reſerved the full 
execution of his ſevere juſtice upon all the 
evils of the world, s 

C 3 In 


II 
1. The Loyd hath made all ie io of him- 
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Pt. ult. 


3 Pyactical Peditations upon 


In the Creation of all things, the power 
God was molt eſpecially med: in 6h 
government of the ' world doth his wiſdom 
molt appear : In the Redemption of man- 
kind h:s mercy is moſt tranſparent : And in. 
the day of Judgment ſhall hrs juſtice moſt 
eminently ſhew forth and exerciſe its ſtrict 
and ſevereſt meaſures. 

2. Sad and diſmal 1s theſentence that u 
on this great day ſhall paſs upon all ſuch, 
whoſe Faith hath not according to ability. 
and opportunity been fruitful in the good 
works of Charity : Depart from me ye curſed 
into everlaſting fire—- For 1 was an hangred 
and ye gave me 10 meate— 


And if theſe ſhall be eternally damned, 


'who have.not given of their own goods for 


the relief of others : what ſhall become of 
the Oppreſlor, the Extortioner, the Chea- 
ter, the Thief, and of every one who either 
by force or fraud, publickly orſecretly, hath 
either taken, .or detained what of right be- 
longs unto others? Surely if the one ſhall 


-go, the other ſhall be driven, hurried with 


a vengeance inroeverlaſting fire. . 

3. Great, Lypoms prnaicr great ſhall be 
theperplexity and-anguiſh :of the impeni- 
tent ſinner in this great day : beholding (as 
Anſelm meditates) on'the one fide his fins ae- 
cufing him.and on the other the ſtrict and im- 
partial juſtice of Heaven, ready to paſs ſen- 
tence upon him: ſeeing below him the mouth 
of Hell gaping .to devour. him 3 and «ove 
himan angry Judge condemning him to that 
placeof Horror : teeling within an accuſing 
.Conſcience tormenting lum, and _— the 
who. 
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Whole world. in conſuming flames: 4rd if 1 Pet.4.18:;. 


the righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſavd, where 
ſhall the ungodly and ſrmer appear ? or where 
ſhall he hide himſelf that he may not ap- 
"+: Prager >< _ lie hidden on. 
that 1s 1mpottibte, and tO. appear 1s 
$ fl nd ke tis very fahtvE 
; Chryſoſtows ſai t thie very ſight of 
an angry Judge ſhall be then more uaſup-- 
portable than a thouſand Hells. 


4- This is that diſmal day foretold by our 


Lord himſelf, wherein they ſhall ſay, Bleſ- 


49 


fed are the barren, and the womb that never Luke 23;. 


-bare,and the paps which never gave ſuck. 
Then Rallthey beginto ſay fr - ane. WY : 
fall on tes, and to the hills, cover us. 
And hide us from the face of him that fit 


29, 
30. 


eth upon the throne, and from the wrathof the RV: 61G 


For the great day of his wrath is come: and 
who ſhall be able to _ ? 

Woe is me-that-I have ſinned: woe,woe. 
is me; that I: have offended this great and 
terrible Judge of all the world : but as is his 
Majeſty, ſo 1s his Mercy great and wonger- 


Have mercy upon: me, O God, on that- 
great day, have mercy upon me: and delt- 
ver me now in this world from the ſociety... 
from the temptations, from the guilt of the 
wicked ;. Let me not be occupied mm expe: 
hy rs-* Sr the men that work wicke 


that I be not reckoned and ranked amongſt. 


them in the world to come. 


C'3 The: 
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SO 


Praga - OATS upon 


is not only of gl 
days _—_ Tg {tri the moſt) joytul 


"'The righteous, | the tho Bly oy, and the 
ſhall oe 7iek ing bodies, encir- 
a with s of eg Hor light; 
but the wicket En aonE 5 rether 
CE Oe ca oa 
o the heed, M Wc l 
world, 'tis a day of thy 
ro the h YT 
GAY of Jubilee and greatelt joy : 
ſhame and confuſion to. the one, * ory 
and conſolation ow the other. 

How great then ſhall be the of the 
holy Chriſtian ; and how great the of 
infidelity and Atheiſm ! how gear the joy 
of the true Belover, wn whoſe Faith has been 
fruitful in all how great 


the ſorrow of the Heretic Hypocrite, the 
difblute ! for then, and 


and not 
ly till then ſhall God revder to every man 


Rom. 2.6. ewe oh to his works. 


Ty 
8, 
9, 


70, 


Fo pw ſeek for 


hem who by patient continging in well 


ory, honarr, and im- 
mortality : eterna kk 


But to them who are contentions, and obey 
wat the trmth, "ne obey unrighteonfoeſs indig- 
nation and wrath, 

Tribulation, and 4 wiſh upon every ſoul of 
man that doth evil: 


the Few firſt, and ala 
of the Gentile, 


But glory, honowr and ace, to every man. 
that wrkes good, OY For: 
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© the Four Laft things. 


For there is noreſpet# of perſons with God 1 


What heart can worthily think” of theſe 

things, without trembling and great aſto- 

iſhment, if not purified and- ſincerely 
devoted to the ſervice of God? 

Teach-me, O Lard, thy way, and Þ will 
wak in thy truth : O knit my heart unto thee 
that 1 may fear thy name : fear to offend thee 
the great and righteous Judge of the world,, 
in the leaſt particular of thought or deſire, 
of ward or of deed: | 

Lord, who never faileft to help and go- 
vern them whom thou doſt bring up in th 
ſtedfaſt fear and love : keep us, we beſcech: 
thee under the prote&ion of thy good pro- 
vidence, and make us to have a perpetu 
fear and love of thy holy name, through 
Jeſs Chrift our Lord... Anes.. | 


IV. 


When the Sen of may cometh, (foal he wd Luk: 18.8. 
are 


faith upon the earth ? A we whe 


Chriſtians, profeſs to believe both the cer- 
tain coming of Chriſt to Judgment, and the 
uncertainty of the time : That we mult all 
ſtand before his dreadful Tribunal and re- 
ceive every man according to his works : 
but this is generally a dead Faith, it quick- 
ens notthe affections, it excites nottoſuch 
holy conſcientious aGtions, as the firm and 
cordial Belief of all this does imply and 
command - and ſo will- prove as dangerous 
to the Souls of ſuch Believers as if they had 
no faith at all.. - | 


GC. 4.. Vit 


1Cor.11.31. 
Jam. 4. 8, 
9, 10. 
AQ. 10. 4. 
Luk 2.37. 
2 Cor. 11. 
27. 


Practical Devitations upon 

With moſt of men the Judgments ofGod, 
and all the amazing concerns of Eternity 
no more but words which _ hear : they 
have but very narrow, very ſhallow and dar 
conceptions of them : they underſtand not 
their great aſtoniſhing importance; and are 
not therefore deeply affected therewith to 
become wiſe unto Salvation. * 

O raiſe upthy ſtupid Soul, I do hereſum- 
mon thee whoſoever thou art that regardeſt 
theſe Meditations, and art hereby fum- 
mon'd particularly as by name to make thy 
appearance at this general Aſſizes to be held 
at the great and laſt day ; and there to give 
an account of every  paſkge throughout thy 
whole life': which ſhall be as ftriftly and 


throughly fifted and examined, as. if there 


were none but thy ſelf to be tried, as if no 
cauſe but thine alone were to be heard. 
Eja Chariſſme nſider my dear Chri- 
flian brother,out of what great danger thou 
mayſt now deliver thy Gl and from what 
| = 6 achay” mayſt be freed, if now thou 
alway ſtand in awe and fin not; ifnow 
thou beeſt alway ſuſpeRful of death, and 
ae nya of the Judgment to come, T. K, 
36-625 
Prepare then, prepare thy ſelf now ; now 
that thou haſt and leiſure prepare thy 
ſelf for that great day ; for upon thy Trail 
then depends either thy everlaſting well-be- 
mg, or miſerable undoing for ever. Now 
then caſt up thy accounts carefully; exa- 
mine, try, and judge thy ſelf; confeſs .thy 
manifold amiſſes : Humble thy ſelf greatl 
under the mighty hand of God : Appaie 
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=_ po od _ with - wi | 
AN Charity, _ "oy bond of arg 

teoully 4 
forth the fois ns, ae pe Fine works, may - "i . 
be plenteouſly rewarded. at the laſt 
through Jeſu——- 


Vc. 


bid there was a Cry at midnight, Behold Mat-2 5-6: 
the bridegroom cometh : Woe unto me then: 
(Gith a devout Father) if-I be found-ſleep- {#65 in 


wg in my hed eoptbber whore gens” 


crores ch rcer $0 rel Pegrrthny on 1296. 


midnight 1 will noſe 50 G2. 
nuts mehr beafefchyri thy righteons- 
ſervants whomthe —_— Mii: o_ 


= + cometh ſhall find upon their watch; 33. 34-, 


awaiting his coming with their /oins girt; 
their Jutts reſtrained, and their Lawps ' -_& 


ig; TSA t of the holy ::and txue-Faith ; 
al the ho vine Love, andfhiningthro 
i the onga chelr lite : that others ſce- ae _—— 
ww of wok boa may elif God the Fa-- 
'0 a 


C5 Ewili:! 
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Mat. 26. 


\but am thy 


Practical: Beditations upon 
Twill fend pou my watch to guard the 


Innocericy of my Soul : I will watch and 


alſo pray, that I fall not into the ſnare of 


the Deyil when-tempted by him : and that 


day come upon me unawares. 

There. be two ſorts of fins eſpecially, a- 
gainſt which my bleſſed Redeemer hath 
commanded me to watch, that the day of 


the Lord ſurprize me not : Firſt, Swrfe:tin; 
—_ I. aud Dravkenneſ5,or the pleaſures ofthe fleſh, 


Secondly, _—_—_— the world, or Ambi- 
tion and Covetouſneſs : againſt theſe grand 
enemies, which continually war againſt my 
Soul, it concerns. me continually alſo to 
watch and pray. 

Bleſſed Lo let not, I humbly beſcech 
thee, any importunate cravings of this cor- 
nopene fleſh ſeduce me, nor the flattering 

efelicities of worldly wealth and dign- 

deceive me ; but grant that I being free 

all pollutions both from the _ and 

the other, may await thy coming in all.holy 

amongt the ered poten ty lo hand 

the oats on thy 

bleed Sheep on the right 

hand, a quan tae japlet ſentence ſaying, 

Cone $7 lr of my / ons. ov the oy 
om prepared jor you from the beginning of t 
world; Grant this O heavenly Father —— 


Our Father which art in Heaven,&c. | 
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The XXVE P:SA LM. 
PARAPHRASE D. 


E thew my judge, O Lord : not to con- 
B demn Ba wp but to accept of V © *- 
my ſervices, though imperfect and weak? 
for I have walked innocently: not according 
to the Innocency of thy Saints in Heaven, 
but according to--that of frail Man upon 
Earth, Neither do I herein preſume to ju- 
ſtiie my ſelf, but my treft hath been alſo in 
= i wk tis ms my an 10 a the 

rd's mercy I rely upon, and therefore ſhall 
T1 not fall in the-day & Jinn 
Examine me, O Lor LR me. now 2: 
is the time, aſſiſted by thy all-piercing. Sp 
rit, to examine my ſelf, in order to-my 
grand examination in that day : Try owt ny 
reins and my heart ;. as the- {1]ver -is tried 
when the dros is out, and this __ 
m the furnace of affliction if it {o ſeemet 
good unto'thee: that my reinsand oy hover 
my be cleanſed from all filrhinefs both of. 
fleſh and ſpirit ; and yet even fo I dare not 
undergo thy ftrift and ſevere examunation- 
of me, but with reflections upon thine um - 
menſe Goodnefs. 

For thy loving kindneſs is ever before mine +: 
e5es ; T's my conftant meditation, my-ho 
and my refuge: and 1will walk in thy trath; 
inwardly delighting and outwardly perfor- 
ming the commands thereof : and. that I. 
may do this, | 
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Pruactſcal Beditations upon 

T have not. dwelt with vain perſons, made 
my abode with ſuch as follow the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world : neither 
will I have fellowſhip. with the decettful: 1 
have not fo delighted im thefociety, as to be 
tainted by the evil examples of ſuch as 
through their deceivable luſt keep not the 
Covenant they have made with their God: 
-Dor 18 it enough toavoid the ſociety, but 

E have hated the congregation of the wicked: 
not their perſons but their wickedneſs and 
all thair A -n = evil: and will 
not ſit among the ungodly, fo as to- continue 
= be delighted uh the-errors of their 
ways; | | 

Ewill waſh my hands in innocency, O Lord: 
with the'tearsof true RepentanceI will waſh 
the ſinful works of my hands, and keep 
them elean and innocent for the future: and 
fo, net in my fins unrepented, will I go to 
thine Altar to offer up Vows and- Prayers 
with the precious body: and bloud of my Sa- 
Viour. 


po nth mm wr 
'Fell-of t works ; joynin 
With the Miniſters of oy Temple 2 Poles 
and Hymns andfpiritual fongs, wherein thy 


__- Pol few the voice of thank HF 
Peale which is doo to roy civin Majeſty: 


- great works both of Mercy. and Judgment 
To this end; Zord, Ihave hoyed; the habi- 
ation of thy houſe, the place where thou in- 
 moreeſpecially than any-other hou- 

ſes: and: 'tis my delight. to come- to this. 
houſe, becauſe. "ry 


ts the place where. thing 


"% ww Hg edge 
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| the Four Laſt Things. 


honour dwelleth : where the honour of thy 
Name is continually celebrated : for iz h:s 
Temple doth every man ſpeakof his Honour. 
And fince 'tis the joy of ny heart to joyn 
with thy people in the praiſe of thy Name, 
O ſont not up mm ſoul with the ſmmers : though 
in this world I cannot altogether eſcape. 
their temptation and trouble, yet rank me 


not amongſt them, in the world to come: 
nor - 4 life with the bloud-thirſty : let me not *: 
per 


with the-cruel, unchantable and co- 
vetous of the world. 

In whoſe hands is wickeaneſ5 : the works 
of whoſe hands are unjuſt, and deſtructive: 
and their right hand is full of gifs : even 
their righteous ations are for bribes, and 
finiſter ends tranſaRted : and ſuch. are all 


they who make a gain of godlinefs. 


But as for me, though others purſue their 


worldly intereſt through- injuſtice and bri- 


; yet I will walk innocently: that's the 
defire and reſolution of my Soul: O-de/i- 
ver me, m— the precious bloud: of my 
Redcemer, which was ſhed tor my delive- 
rance defend me from all my ghoſtly ene- 
mies that would deſtroy” mine innocence: 
and be merciful unto me : let thy mercy 


both pardon my by-paſt tranſgreſſions, and 


ſupport me through all the perils of this 
- mortal life. 


My foot ftandeth right fixed in my affe&ti- 
ens to cleave unto thee, and 7 will praiſe 
the Lord in the congregations: in the afſem- 
blies of the Lord's people, in the houſe 
where his Honour dwelleth : and ſo ſhall 'F 
hope to be hereafter admitted into —_— 
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Wracticol Meditations upon 


full com of Angels and Saints to praiſe 
the gat mane Ing, 


Glor y be to the Father, &c.. 
As it was in the beginning, GC. 


The XLIII. Pſaln. 
PARAPHRASED. 


Verſe, 1.” 


(G2 ſentence with me, O God : when 
ſtand before thee to be judged accord- 
mg to my works donein the body, whether 
good oreyil, O then defend my cauſe againſt 
the ungodly people : Plead for me againſt 
the accuſations of men, women, devils; in 
whoſe company, or by whoſe temptations I 
have done any: evil: O deliver me from the 
deceitful and wicked man, that I be not ran- 
ked amonegft ſuch upon theleft hand of un 
righteouſneſs and infelicity. © - ene 
For thou art the God of my ſtrength : By 
whom I am enabled to reſift alt my ghoſtly 
enemies : why haſt thow put me from thee 
Fxpoy me to mine.own weak; frail and ſin- 
ful felt 2 And this is. the reaſon, why 1 go /o 
heavily, in the ways of thy ſervice and of 
mine own falvation: whilſt the enemy op- 
"a+. preſſeth 


S - 


gy the Four Laft Things. 


prefſeth we; being deftitute of thy help, the 
grand enemy of God and Man over-powers 
me with his temptations and aſſaules : But 
that I may mantfully refift and overcome 

0 ſendowt thy light andthy truth, the light 
of thy Grace, the truth of thy righte- 
ouſneſs, which diſcerns the cauſe- of the 
righteous from the ungodly, that they may 
lead me'out of all the errours of this ſinful 
life; that being ſeparated from the allure- 
ments and ſociety of the ungodly, they may 
bring me to thy holy hill, wherethy Temple 1s 
ſituate, and to thy dwelling, the place where 
thine honour dwelleth. 

And that I may gotothe Altar of God both 
Sacramental, and Myſtical : upon the Altar 
of my heart to ofter up my whole {elf, to be 
a living Sacrifice, Holy, acceptable unto 
God, even the God of my ” and gladneſs, 
who makes glad my heart by the confolari- 
ons of his Holy Spirit, when approach his 
Altar: aud pon the Harp, which is an in- 
ftrument of a Triangular figure, and repre- 
ſents the heart of man : wherewithal 7 will 
give thanks unto thee, Qholy and ever bleſ- 
ſed Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
one God over all, bleſſed for ever, and my 
Gd, even the God of my joy and worſhip, 
my Glory and my Crown ? O then 

Why art thox ſs heavy, O my ſoul ? There 
1s no. ſorrow but for fin, becauſe this alone 

rateth theSoul from the God of all con- 
folation: and why art thox ſo diſquieted with- 
in me? "Tis thy unquiet paſſions, and unru- 
ly luſts, which diſturb thy reaſon, and 
withdraw thee thus diſquieted froma —_ 
| "now 


60  Paacical Beditations' upon = 
dependance upon thy God: but return, re” 


turn unto thy reſt, O my Soul. 

O put thy truſt in God: all Ep froon Ia 
diſtempers are from thy ſelf, thy health and 
joy is from the Lord: and for this 1 will yet 

ive him thanks: who is to be praiſed in 

bork the ſeaſons of ſadneſs and joy : for in 

th, 

is the help of my countenance, the light- 

ſome | —_— of my ; and my God, 

both of my Being and.Well-be S even the 
God of all that I am, and-all tha 

and all that I hope to be; which is to enjoy 


the beatifical vition of his divine Majeſty: 


for ever to ſing, 


Glory be to the Father, &cc. 
As it was in the beginning, &C... 


t I have, 
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THE 
Third General Meditation 


UPON THE 
PAINS of HELL. 


MAY are the opinions, and diſputes, 
and too curious alſo the diſquiſitions, 
touching the place, and nature, matter, 
manner, and F coo of the pains of Hell: 
But it would be more Chriſtian prudence 
ſtriftly to ſearch and find out thoſe crooked, 
deceitful and polluted paths which lead to 


that diſmal place of torments, that we may 


decline and avoid them. 

'Tis ſurely better by much not to feel by 
woful experience the miſeries of the dam- 
ned, than exaGtly to know, and accurately 
to diſcourſe of them. And may this be 
ever my ſtudy, blefſed Lord, my continual 
care, and fear, and conſtant endeavour not 
in the leaſt particular to fin ap thee : 
for thy wrath and indignation which reſteth 
_ ſinmers, is 2 fierce wrath, and a ter- 
rible,” *tis not in the power of frail man to- 
ſuſtain the fury of it. 


MEDE' 
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Mar. 22. 


13. & 25. 


30. 41. 

| Luke 13. 
27. 

S. Chryſ. 
Hom. 28. 


© Practical Veditations tip:n | 


MEDITAT. I. 


Of the Pain of Loſs. 


A S there are two-general parts of every 
fin m this life committed : 1. An a- 
verſion from the Creator : 2. A conver{- 
on to the Creature. So thereare two gene- 
ral kinds of puniſhmentfor Sin in the Lite 
to come: 1. The Puniſhment of Loſs: 
Z+ The Painof Senſe, : 

The firſt, and 'tiseſteemed by many hely 
Fathers the greateſt of Hell-Torments, 1s 
that which is call'd by Divines, The Pain of 
Laſs, whereunto the wicked of the world are: 
ſentenced in theſe ſeveral expreſſions: Taks 
him away —— Caſt him out -—— 1 kuow you 
not ——— depart from me ye curſed —— 

© The Pains of Senſein Hell, are intole- 
* rable. ( faith Chry/. ) yet fora man to ſuf- 
© fer a thouſand Hells 1s leſs irkſome, than 
* to be baniſh'd from Heaven, to be driven 
* from the preſence of God, to be exil'd 
« out of the Regions of Light and Joy, to 
* be rejected of the Lord, and to hear 
< from him, 7 know you not —-—= Depart 
& from me 


The Loſs of Heaven muſt needs be the- 
reateſt of Evils, becauſe 'tis the Loſs of 
the greateſt 'and moſt perfect good, and of 

all that is truly good. ap 
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_ the Four Laft-Things. 
To lofe the good things-we do now en- 
joy inthe world, may be recompenced with 
vantage by the gam of Heaven; but to loſe 
Heaven it ſelf, to forfeit the righs and title 
we once had ha ily obtained to be inheri- 
tors of the Kingdom of Heaven, is 4 Loſs 


irreparable ; ; «© Nothing can compenlate, 14. Serwr. 
, nothing can. RT to be compa- Aug. En 
" ted to-this Los, 'tis Hell —_ it {elf | chr. ad 


© if there were no other. 


bs tas life abo molt wit and holy under- ©: oe 


not throughly-the fylneſs of — ao 
joys, "_ {o cannot be ſenfible of the Tor 
ment of oy Lo6b6: da bythe ac lfeour 
ees gone and the YPon Our 
_—_— and then ſhall the ungodl 
ive, to grief and anguiſf 
of ſpirit wy ap ference betwixt the ne- 
ver wr ding pl pleaſures of the right hand of 
empty RR giufrrcf” 
lneſs of the pre- 
ſence of God, and the deplorable { {orrow of 
its loſs and abſence. 

It is very probable, that this Torment of 
Hell is meant by the Worm that dieth net : 
For nothing can more corrode, and. eat ſo 
_ even into the inmoſt receſks of dam- 

- as - ſee and conſider for 
- , trifling things. of the 
Earth he _ below - &y have loſt thoſe bliſs- 
ful Joys and raviſhing Felicities of Heaven 
above, when they ſhallremember how mo- 


- -mentany were their ſinful pleaſures, but 


never to be ended their pains: Then ſhall 
« they curſe their Parents that begat, and the 
womb that bare them, and the aps hw 
ucke 


fucked; fo terrible ſhall be the Torment of 
this never-dying, ever-gnawing Worm, that 
they ſhall curſe themſelves that they do 
ſtill live, yea and curſe God himſelf, who is 
bleſſed for ever. | 


Prov.1.24. 4 have called bat ye have refuſed, faith the 
Ezek. 33. Lord: called ſaying, Twrn ye, twrn 3e unto 


4 Il. 


me with all your heart — Come #nto me ally: 


-Mat. II. that are weary---—— But we vain men (light 
Joh. 6. 3 
44, 56. 


all ſuch irre 


and negle&, nay too many contemn ſuch 


7: gracious invitations: they are not affefted 


or delighted with the pr -of God, or if 
thez-come to his houſe, arid approach his 
preſence there, 'tis not either 'with that in- 
ternal Devotion, and external Reverence, 


*tis not with ſuch pure hearts and clean 


hands, as. becomes the preſence of ſo great 
and glerious, ſo holy and pure a Majeſty: 
and 1s it not then moſt juſt and on, that 
1gious, irreverent an 4 ma 
perſons be baniſh'd the bliſsful ' preſence of 
God for ever? 
And fo hath the Lord threatned, 7/a:. 65. 
12, -— Becauſe when I called ye did not an- 
ſmwer ; when I ſpake ye did not hear, but did 
evil -—-= Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, my 
ſervants ſhall eat, but ye ſhall be hungry; my 
ſervants ſhall drink, hb e ſhall be WET of 


my ſervants ſhall repyce, but ye be aſha- 
med : Behold, ſervants lf, for £ of 
heart, bat ye ſhall cry for ſorrow of heart, 

ſpall houl for vexation of ſpirit, 


Whatever therefore the 
multitude, to walk every one 


iſe of the - 
er the luſts-. 
of their own hearts, and to follow their own .- 
unaginations in the contempt of the Lord's 


4a » ws © oo =. _ 


" 


the [Four Laſt Things. 65 *; 


2dmonitions and commands, yet 'as for me Plat. 5. 7. 
s with _— life __ Tell one into 

t ce, even upon the muljituae of thy mer- 
. jc; and 1m thy y will 1 worſhip towards thy 

holy Temple —— 


My heart hath talked of thee and of this Pfal. 29.9, 
cious-command of thine. Seek ye. 
ace —— Thy face, Lord, will I ſeek: O hide 10. 
nt thou thy face from me under the cloud of 
þ = fins and the _— _ of wp : 
10ns, #or caft away thy ſervant in _ : 
: but kts that my approaches to thy 
; & divine Majeſty may be fo frequent and fer- 
8 vent, and with ſuch Humility, Reverence 
and Devotion performed, that my perſon 
| & and my ſervices may in this life be accepted 
- & before thee, that I hear not at the laſt day 
that diſmal doom of the wicked, Depart 


= from me, Je cnrſed-—- 


—_— 


| " | 
MEDITAT 


| Of the Darkneſs of - Hell. 


'T'O be baniſhed the preſence of God, 
= whois the Fountain of Light is to be 
involved in the terrors of Darkneſs: and 
therefore after, Take him away, it follows, Mat. 22. 
Des of Hell efrbeds” lf land of rhe Co. 2 

ce.of Hell deſcribed: 4 land of. 7 Ca. 25.30. 
and of. the ſhadow a Fae Job 16.21, 
as ſs it ſelf, and of the ſhadow of death, 14. 
without any order, and where light is as dark- 


neſs, 


7 


Jam. 3.6. 
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eſs. And this muſt needs beſo, becauſy 
Hell - mg vn (mg theRe- 
on of Light, being feated (as tis 
Believed rh op centre of the earth; where 
neither Sun, Moon nor Stars diſplay - the 
leaſt ray or glimmermy of their Light, and 


| where notthe leaſt beam'ofthe divine Mercy 


ſhall ever appear. 
There is Fire itideed in Hell, but ſuch a 
Fire as burns withour ſhining, a Fire with- 


out light, not unlike whereunto 1s the Fire 
of blind Zeal, rhe rogue whereof ſetrtth on 
= the comrſe of natare, and is ſet on fire of 


ell, P 
_ Allthelight which the ſulphurous Fireot 
Hell affords, ſerves only to difcover the 
ly ſight of infernal Fiends, reviling, 
ſcourging, tormenting the damned: without 
mercy, without interriffion-:: and there 
pgs may the wicked fee ſome of their 
1chds, and acquaintance, and of their 
companions in. their fins involv'd with them 
in the ſame png, whichare fights ſo 

dreadful as ſhall augment their Torments, 
Here-'is darkneſs then, and. no darkneſs : 
ſuch darkneſs, as ſhall hide from the eyes 
whatever 1s pleaſant and deſirable: and yet 
no darkneſs to hide- fronr/ the diſmal fight 
whatever is vexatious, and adds the greater 
anguiſh to the aking heart, ' © #-- | 
| his diſmal darkneſs of Hell is call'd& 744 
omtward- darkneſs," reſpeSting the "YWward 
/3 of humane Souls, and thoſe 'mani- 


fold deeds of darkneſs which iffue fro the . 
one, andrun head-long totheother,” | 


. ly: 


If | 


F 


F. 
1 
| 
| 
; 


+ yet the Fire of Hell is far more dreadful and 


as. 


vv +258 4 
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If then thou haſt followed the luſts of 
thine own darkned heart, and obeyed the 
ſuggeſtions of Satan the Prince fs 
if thou haſt loved and acted the works of 
darkneſs (of ſinfalneſs and error) more t 
the facred aCts and influences of Grace and 
Truth, it 1s moftjuſt that thy portion be with 
blackneſs 1.4 darkneſs tor ever. Joh. 3.19. 
Vouchiafe, bleſſed Lord of light and life, 

vouchſafe to diſplay the ſacred beams of thy 
Celeſtial light into my.darkned Soul, dif- 
pel and diffipate thence all the black ſtain 
and guilt of fin contrafted by any daily 
back-(lidings from thee, all thoſe clouds of 
Ignorance and error, which darken my um- 
erſtanding, all thoſe noiſom luſts of the 
world and of the fleſh which inceflantly in- 
felt, and infe&t :my Soul, that I paſs not 
from theſe inward to that owtward darkneſs 
where is weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of 


teeth, 


 MEDITA T. I. 
Of the Fire of Hell. 


F all the Torments invented and pra- 
Ctiſed by the malice of men or devils, 

that by Fire 15 the moſt fierce and frightful : 
how does it amaze the minds of men, when 
they ſee ir flaming in their houſes, and con- 
ſutning thar habirations and eſtates? ard 


tor=- 
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tormenting, as mig from our ordinary” ll 
fire eſpecially in three reſpects. | £ 
1. Our fire feeds only upon groſs and cor- | un 
poreal ſubſtances, but Hell fire feeds upon | ol 
ſpirits and damned ſouls; and 'tis therefore | tl 
as much more fierce and piercing than our  m 
fire, as a ſpirit is more quick and ative, © fi! 
than a groſs —_ body. M 
' _ Benotdeceived (O mySoul) with any f tl: 
fond conceits of vain men, that this fire 1s fas 
only momgeal, * fantaſtical, alegort > 
or poet uſe 'tis prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels, who are ſpirits, and MW ne 
not liable to viſible flames: But the word of Il fo 
God which cannot lie, and many undeniable I thi 
reaſons by the learned deduced thence, do : 
confirm 1t to be a real, yea a material fire, W qu 
but more ſpiritual and refined, and ſo more Ie 
eating, piercing and tormenting . than the I Fir! 
e which burns upon our hearths. Bf Like 
2. Our fire doth alway burn and torment I Sec 
after the ſame manner; but Hell-fire being I} NEV 
the inſtrument of divine Juſtice, doth more © 20 
or leſs rage and aMict, according as the per- {© 1 t 
ſons condemned thereunto have been more Il /**& 
or leſs guilty. | ſire 
And *tis obſervable, that the finful Souls I fra 
doomed to theſe flames are repreſented by '|| |ciſ 
our Lord unto thoſe Tares that are bound I 5 fc 
in bundles to be burnt, atth. 13. 30. deno- offer 
+ ting all kind of ſinners to be puniſhed with I Sou 
them that areof their own rank and quality: fore 
E.2- The proud withthe proud: Thedrun-- _ 
kard with his" good fellow: The adulterer rag 


with the unclean; and fon all others, ac- 


cording to the enormities of their lives, ſhall 


be their ſufteringsafter death, And: 


the Four Laſt Things.”' 69 
And although m this life 'tis ſome miti- 
_ gation of ſorrow to have companions there- 
\' m of the ſame quality ; yet in Hell 'tis far 
BB otherwiſe; for there the more finners with 
, BE their fins, the more fuel is added to thar diſ- 
- BH mal fire : So that when I conſider, all the 
\ I fins that have been committed againſt the 
Majeſty of Heaven fince the beginning of 
- & the world to the end rhereof, are as{o many 
, i faggots to feed the fire of Hell; I cannot 
but tremble at the greatneſs of its force and 
> Ml fury; and carefully avoid the ſociety offin- 
| MW nersin this life, that I ſuffer not with them 
© to the encreaſe of our mutual torments 1n 
YO Os Coman be canal, ag ret NG 
3- Qur fire may be quenched, nay tw1 the 
; yum it ſelf when its foe! is waſted : but ages 6 
2 fire of Hell is #nquenchable : becauſe © 
Firſt, The breath of the everlaſting God, 
like a ſtream of Brimſtone doth enkindleit. 
Secondly, The fuel that feeds this fire ſhall 
- WJ never be conſumed, 2:z. Immaterial, Im- 
mortal Beings, of whom. being tormented _ 
in theſe flames 'tis affirmed, that they ſhall Rev. g. 6. 
ſeth, death, and ſhall not find it, they ſhall de- 
fire to die, but death ſhall fly from them, Mi- 
ſerable wretches ! whilſt they had time and 
 'Ff leifure to ſeek life, they negleRted it ; nay, it 
| Wis too common, that when lite in Chriſt is 
| I offered unto many in the bleſſed food of their Us cujws 
- FI Souls, they {light and contemn it, and there- 97s »107- 
| Wfore 'tis moſt juſt (as the Father obſerves) 799 fit in 
' W that they whoſe life in this world was naother ©*P9:iHlic 
NY baragdeath in fin, their death hereafter ſhould 10On0G 


be alife in puniſhment for fin everlaſtingh. r-S gy 
But ' 


70 


Eccl. 7.17. 


Col. 3. 5s. 


wveron/ne(s which is Idolatry------ For 
ne ſa % 
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But as to the unquenchable fire of Hell, 


Remember (O my Soul) that there is now 
a fire within thee, the which if it be not 
quenchr in this life, will bring thee to fire 
unquenchable in the other world : and this 
is the rank and fulſom fire of Concupiſcence, 
Thy carnal luſts, and wy worldly luſts be- 
ing now followed and fulfilled, are the fuel 


that feeds that diſmal fire of the Infernal. 


Lake: and the worm alſo that never dicth, is 
bred of the fame corruption, even in the 
dunghil lufts of the heart, aRtuated by the 
hot ſuggeſtions of Satan. 

And as the fire of Concupiſcence doth 
now more or leſs rage in thy heart, ſo as to 
follow the ſway thereof; fo ſhall the fire of 
Hell be, more or leſs raging hereafter, if 
theſe luſts do not die within thee, before 
the death of nature ſeize thee. 

Take then the advice of the Wife Syracs- 
aes: Humble thy ſelf greatly, for the wenge- 
ance of the wicked is fire and worms. And of 
S. Paxil: Mortifie therefore your members that 
are upon earth, fornication, uncleanneſs, in- 
ordinate affethion, evil concupiſcence, and co- 

h he, the wrath a h =, 
things ſake, the wrath of Goa comet nthe 
children of ond oF. 

Bleſſed Feſ#s, by the merits and myſte- 
ries of thy Circumcifion I humbly beg the 
ttue Circumcifion of the Spirit: and by 
the virtue of thy Crucifixien ſtrengthen 
me to crucifie the fleſh with the. affections 
and luſts, left any of thoſe exorbitant fires 
being not opportunely quenched, involve 

me 
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- me in thoſe flames of Hell which are un- - 


.do herein diflter from all yu bodily 


quenchable. 


VJ— 
mm p_———_—— 


MEDITAT.- IV, 


VET ICI A 8 


Of the extent of Hell- Pains. 


- VW Hen Iconfider righteous Jab on 'the Greg. mer. 
& YY. Dunghil, the holy Bapriſf hun- 
« gring in the Wilderneſs, $. James behead- 
« ed, S, Peter crucified, the Torments and 
< Deaths of innumerable Martyrs, the ma- 
* nifold AﬀMfictons of the holy and ele& 
© people of God; I cannot but conſider, 
« and know affuredly that very great an 
* many ſhall be the Torments of the wick- 
© ed in the world to come: fince God ſuf- 
« fereth thoſe whom he dearly loves to be 
« fo much afflicted in thus life, 


The Pains of Hell in the extent of them 


pains : that theſe are partia 
particular parts, joynts, and members of 
the body, whilſt other are free from 
in ; But in Hell the whole man in all the 
internal and external, in all the parts 

of his body and powers of his ſoul, yea the 
moſt ſpiritual faculties ſhall be tormented 
with fire and brimſtone, rage and deſpite, 
grief and anguiſh, miſery and malediCtion. 
For the pains of Hell are aconcourſe of all 
7 D 2 kinds 


only in ſome 


Pzactical Beditations upon 
kinds of pain, of all at the ſame time, and 
of all of them for ever. CE 

The Taſte ſhall be puniſhed with bitter- 
neſs, the Appetite with hunger, and the 
Tongue with thirſt, the Sight with horror 
the Hearing with aſtoniſhment, the Sme 
with ſtench, the Heart with anguiſh, the 
Imagination with fear , the Reaſon with 
madneſs, the Judgment with confuſion,and 
in the very Bowels fire unquenehable. 


And this is moſt juſt, that as the wicked 


haveemployed all the powers and parts both 
of Soul and Body, as weapons of unrighte- 
ouſneſs unto fin; fo ſhould their puniſh- 
ment be in all their Senſes, Members, Fa- 
culties—- that as each hath tr t by 
ſinful Pleaſure, and inordinate Dehght, fo 
each ſhould have its peculiar affliting Tor- 
ment. 

There 1s.no ſin untepented_ 1n . thus life, 
but ſhall. have its proper peculiar torment in 
. Hell : There the proud ſhall be filled with 
confuſion : The ſlothful ſhall be pricked for- 
ward with burning goads: The covetous 
ſhall be pinched wit oy + CE 
and the | ur rent ſhall be pined with a oe 
one hunger and thirſt : The envious ſhall 

owl like mad dogs for rage and grief: The 
' luxurious and lovers of Pleaſures more than 
lovers of God, ſhall wallow in Ry 
pitch, and ſtinking brimſtone : And in 
word, in whatſoever .thing a man hath in 
this life offended, in the ſame ſhall he be 
tormented, if wrete a trueand timely Re- 
pentance prevented. And this the m_ 
FAaDIC 


mas Aa a wo 


». ., 2 wm > pe md ec os 6% am 


= P—_— 9 4 qt ee Oo Onan op©o ”.sy) & & MM of woe uy 


* —"” ww ITY _2—W __w- 


the Four Laft Things. 
rable-Dives felt, when he wanted a drop of. 


cold water to cool his Tongue in Hell, who 
whilſt upon earth had fared ſumptuoully 


every day. 

'Tis undoubtedly true, that” all perſons 
condemned to the flames of the nether Hell 
are not equally tormented ' therein : for 
though the fire of Hell be one and theſame, 
yet it torments not all after the ſame nian- 
ner, nor in; the ſame degree of torture : 
but every man ſhall therem more or leſs feel 
the ſmart of its fury, as by thenature, qua- 
lity and frequency of his fin, he hath leſs or 


more deſerved the ſame : for ſhall not the 
. # age of all the world ao right ? Gen. 18: 
T 
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e more high, peremptory and pre- "M 


ſumptuous ,-as alſo the leſs obftinate and 
impenient ſinner ſhall both ſuffer under the 
torment- of the fame fire, but not in the 
fame degreeof pain and ſuftering : As under 
the ſame heat of the Sun upon Earthall crea- 
tures are not alike ſcorched, but fome are 
more, ſome leſs ſenſible of its dartin 
beams, according to their ſeveral conſtr- 
tutions: Soin the fire of Hell, the degree 
of its burning ſhall not be alike in all, be- 
cauſe what here the diverſity of bodies, 
there the diverſity of ſins ſhall effect : So 
that though all be tormented with the like 
flames, yet not every one in the like man- 
ner and degree of torment. Gregor, But 
alas the lowelt degree of ſuffering in that 
place of horror 1s- puniſhment —_— if 
_ con(idered, to afright the finner 
from all the errors of his ways; 

D 3 There. 
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everlaſting baniſhment from the __ « 
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There be many who now think this or 
that to be ſevere commands, Love your Ene- 
mies—-- Deny thy Self, Faſt, and Watch, and 
Pray-—- Take #p thy Croſs—-- but ſurely 
*twill be much more hard and bitter to hear, 
Depart from me ye curſed ints everlaſting 

VE 

There was an Hermite call'd Ohmp:as, 
who had a Cell near the River. Jordan, 
where he was conſtantly plagued both with 
exceſſive heat, and the beings of innume- 
rable Flies: who being demanded why he 
would continue there to endure ſuch per- 
p*tual vexations: Anſwered, 1 ſuffer pati- 
ently the bitings of theſe Flies, that I may 
eſcape the diſmal bitings of that Worm that 
dieth not : And this great heat I endure, 
that I may eſcape the flames of Hell,*which 
are intolerable and everlaſting , and theſe 
Heats but for a moment, Prat. Spr.c. 141, 

O let not then the ſeyereſt commands of 
tne Goſpel, nor the difficulties and labours 
of Repentance ſtartle and afright thee : let 
not the breach or neglect thereof, ſeem a 
light and a ſmall thing unto thee ; but Re- 
member that to endure the pains of Hell 
but one hour, is more exceeding painful and 
afflicting, than a thouſand years of themoſt 
ſtrict and ſevere auſterities in Faſting, and 
Sackcloth and Aſhes. 

Remember the Worm that dieth not : 
The Fire that is not quenched : The inſepa- 
rable ſociety of tormenting Devils : The 
horrid howlings of damned Souls: The 
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God, and from the Regions of light : The 
infufferable tench » horror, and ſtifling 
fumes : The Eternal hunger and thirſt, la- 
mentation and woe ; and ſurely it theſe re- 
membrances will not move thee toimbrace 
the ſtricteſt commands of thy bleſſed Re- 
deemer, thy heart is hard indeed, and har- 
k der than the nether Milftone. *'T was other- 
b, wiſe with the P/almiſt, my fleſh trembleth Pfal. 119. 
"| for fear of thee; and I am afraid of thy 1a. 

. | jadgments, | 

Y But I humbly beg I may be here, even 

herein this life puniſh d for my fins,but ſpare, 

O ſpare me in the life to come, and from 

thoſe intolerable pains of the nether Hell, 

good Lord deliver me, through 7e/xs Chriſt, 


MEDITAT V. 


Of the Bonds and Chains of Fl:{. 


Jehteous art thou, O Lord, and upright py 1109. 

R thy Tudgments : "Tis a eaſtiee be- = M 
- coming the juſt Judge of the World, that 
the Licentious and Profane, who in this 
life would not be bound xp nor reſtrained 
from following and fulfilling their exorbitant 
luſts, but have waked in the counſel of the 
ungodly, and /food in the way. of ſinners ; 
that they who ond #p their hands from do- 
ing the works of God's Commandments, 

and bond xp their feet from walking in the 

D 4 paths: 
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paths of his moſt holy Laws; that they 

whole fins are bond upon theirs Souls, and 

not looſed by true Repentance through 

Faith in the Bloud of Chniſt: *tis juſt, I ſay 

that ſuch ſhould incurr this ſad and diſmal 
Mat. 22.1, Sentence, Bind him hand and foot, 

By the feet in holy Writ is frequently 
meant our affe&tions whereby our Souls do 
move, as our bodies do: by our feet - And 

our hands our ations are meant : fo that 


t it ſhall not there be poſlible, either to 
a, or ſo much as affett what is good, and 
conducible to our redemption thence. 


Silken Cords, or Chains of Gold, though 
.*twere on a Bed of Roſes; or the ſweeteſt 
- Perfumes, to be fo tied as not to be able 

to ſtir hand or foot, isa v eat puniſh- 

ment to the free, ative an firrin ing ſoul of 

Man: How much more then a forer pu- 

nifhment is it, ro be bound in fiery Chains, 

eating through the fleſh into the very Bo- 
wels, nay through all the moſt hidden and 
deepeſt receſſes of the Soul, and be forced 
to lie down in a Bed of Flames, and there- 
in not to be able to ſtir either hand or foot, 
not to move or change from fide to fide for 
the leaſt eaſe r__—_— of Torment? 
« Forthebinding ofthe feet implies there's 
no eſcaping, no flying from the place of. 

Torment; and the binding of the hands, 

that there's no fence againſt the tormenting 


work to be doneto mitigatein the leaſt their 
; inſup- 
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by 
by the binding of both in Hell is intimated, . 
TNa 


Jv To be bound to one place, though in | 


Fiends; that there's no way to be gone, no - i 
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4x: error, and ./et my hands be continually 
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nſupportable ſufferings : *'T's therefore one 

reaſon of. God's forbearance with fin- 

ners in-this life to bring them to Repen- 

tance, becauſe there's no poſſibility by Re- 

yn_g to abate the ſorrows of impenitent.. 
ners in the life to come... 

He.muſt have a heart of Stpne; ar rather - 
of Flint the hardeſt of Stones, who in re- 
membrance of his fins is not greatly terrifi-- 
ed and humbled in the very thought and: 
apprehenſion of theſe fiery tormenting Charns . 
THOU. - And fach obudbes of hare is: 
contracted by. a.long. continued cuſtom in : 
any ſinful courſe.: And every finu ed. 
GT puniſhed. 1. By being inſenſible : 

ſin; and 2... without the fear or remem- 
brance of future Judgments, which makes . 
that vaſt difference betwixt the wife man. 
and the fool : The wiſe man feareth and dev 
parteth from evil, but the fool rageth and. 
confident, Prov. 14 16. 

Bleſſed Jeſs, whoſe innocent” tender 
hands were rudely. ſeized. and .baund.wath <. 
Cords of injuſtice and. violence, vouchſaie - 
tolooſeall the Bonds and Chains of my Sins, . 
wherewith both my hands and feer, affefti- 
ons and ations are. infettered and.infeſted ; 
and grant that the wounds they have made 
m my Soul being waſhed with my Tears;-. 
may. be healed by the. Soveraign Balſam 
winch from thy Wounds and Stripes: and 

' Bonds does fow ; Plack my feet ows. of the, 
. Net of every tempration to- {infulneſs.and' 


wito thy Commandments to do them, that L 
* b- 
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rits of' vengeance in the fiety Chains of the 
nether Hell, where is weeping and wail- 
Ing-— _ 
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MEDIT AT. VL. 


Of the Laments of Hell. 


4 Here ſhall be weeping, and wailing, and 
Mat: 25- T gnaſhing of teet -Fhey ſhall deſer- 
vedly weep in Hell, whoſe eyes upon earth 
2Pet.2.14. have been fall of Adultery, Laſaviouſnels 

and greedineſs of the Creature : whoſe eyes 
Ptov. 13. have been ſet upon their covetouſneſs, and 
32. their eye-lids lifted up with ſcorn and con- 
tempt of others: who —_— of 
any of theſe, or of any other ſinful pollu- 
tions, and have not wept and bewailed the 
fame with the tears of Repentance. 
Wo wnto you that laugh now in your fin- 
Ruk.6..25. ful pleaſures, for ye ſhall mourn and weep ei- 
ther here or hereafter: And 'tis fad and ſot- 
tiſh to put off this neceſſity of weeping to 
the other world, where the Tears of ſor- 
row and fad Repentance ſhall avail no- 


thing. 
Luk. 16. And thisisall the water that Hell affords, 
24. not a drop to cool the tongue tormented in 
thoſe- ſcorching Flames, only thoſe drieſly 
Tears; which the violence of her Torments 
do extort, which being falt and brifiiſh, and. 
ſpent in vain, ſhall the more — the 
itter= 
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be not liable to be bound by any of the Spi- 
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the Fotr Laff Thihgs; 
bitterneſs and augment the miſeries of the 
condemned finner.. 

Weeping in this life, as 'tis a ſign, fo 'tis- 
ſome eaſe to the inward ſorrow of the Soul, 
which outwardly evaporates it ſelf by 


Tears : Bux 'tis not thus with the m—_—_ 
| 


in Hell; there no Tears, no. Sighs,. not 
faddeſt Lamentations can mitigate - in the 
leaſt the ſorrows of the Soul; becauſe there 
is nothing but what doth torment, without 
any intermixture of eaſe, or allay : which: 
is manifeſt from the conjunction of weeping 
and gnaſhing of Teeth, to intimate there 1s. 
not ſuch a Lamentation as gives eaſe to the- 
Soul, but rather embitters the ſame even. 
to rage and madneſs, and dire execrations of 
it ſelt, and of all its inſtruments and .com- 
panions in her ſins, accompanied with blaſ- 
phemousrevilings of the juſtice of God. 

O that now my head were waters and mine 


eyes a fountain of tears, by weeping here, to Jer. g. r: 


prevent the weeping in Hell hereatrer, now 
to bewail my ſins, that I ſorrow not when: 
'tis too late, where weeping and wailing. 
ſhall not afſwage bur augment my ſorrows, 

Lament, O finner, and gnaſh thy teeth 
through a holy indignation, to be ſo fooliſh 
and mad, as for a little ſinful pleaſure, or 
dirty delizht, to run the hazard of being 
obnoxious to never-ending pains and for- 
rows. 


Bleſſed are they that moxrrn, both for their Mat. 5. 4- 


own fins, ar4 for the fins of others through 
the fear of Hell, and defire of Hearn} for 
they ſhall be comforted, their tcars prevented, 
their deſires obtained. A bro- 


80 
PC 51.17. 
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A broken and a comtrite heart, O God; thou 
wilt not eefpiſe: A heart broken-with godly 
ſorrow for fin, and venting; it ſelf in Tears 
with Prayers; Humiliations and Confeſſions 
mixtwith: Faith in the Bloud of my dear 
Redeerner. Thus Lord, thus I humbly beg 
to-be delivered from thy wrath, and from 
_ deplorable wailings of a. ſad-eternuty; 
Bs. , 


— 


MEDITAT. VI 


of the Perpetuity of Hell-Torments. 


"HE Perpetuity of Hell-Torments is in 
T the thought thereaf a Torment uns 
ſpeakable: form every-inftant of the Suf- 
teringsof the Damned, they ſuffer all the 
Torments. of thoſe infinite thouſands. of 
years to come, the continuance whereof is 
not meaſured by. Time, but by the bottom- 
kf Abyfsof Eternity, and the immurability 
of Divine Juſtice : and what. is. time to 
eternity 2 Behold. as a drop of water is tothe 
ex, avd a gravel-ftone in compariſon of the 


fe | 
- Eeccl. 18. ſand: fo are a thouſand years to the days of 


in 


eternity. 

In this life fear: hath.rorment:; but torment 
hath: no fear, but hope rather of releaſe, 
and delivery, but in Hell the Damned yo 
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food of death eternal. 4 
" Are not they then without — Pſal. 14. 4- 


the Four Laſt Things. 8x 
fear what they ſuffer, and alfo ſuffer what 
they fear, even the everlaſting duration of 
their ſufferings: They that-are caſt into the Rey.20.10: 
Lake of fire aud mg an be tormented 
aay and night for ever, and ever. 

The Damned in Hell (faith holy Ber- 
nard) ſhall die unto lite, and yet ſhall for 
ever live unto death: For therefore ſhall 
they live for ever, that they may be- the 


Ne 


that work wickedneſs ? who being endue 
with Reaſon, and capable of Counſel, who 
knowing the ſhortnefs of this life, and the 
uncertainty of the ſame, and withal be- 
lieving the everlaſting duration of the lite 
to come, do nevertheleſs bend all their 
thoughts and endeavours upon what con- 
cerns this preſent ry Being, even 
to the-great hazard of being: obnoxious to 
the-Pains and Torments of a fad Eternity: 
ſuch madnels in the hearts of men can ne- 
ver be throughly bewail'd even with Tears 
of Bloud: 

Wo to them wha now do, laugh at what 
ſhall be hereafter moſtſadly bewatled? and 
wo to them who ſhall feel by fad experience - 
what they now either believe not, or but: 


{lightly mg It. 
Who bath warned you to flee from the wrath Mate. 3. 7. © 

to come ? That there is a wrath to come | 

every Chriſtian believes, and 'tis a fierce 

wrath and a terrible, even indignation aud Rom. 2, 

wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul 8,9. 

of: manthat aath evil, and hath not ag = 
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yer of the evil, and of the iniquity he hath 
one- 

Of the coming of this wrath alſo fre- 
quent warning 1s given, both by the works 
and by the word of God, and by the Mi- 
niſters of his Church : but who takes war- 
ning given ? who regards the por of this 
wrath ? very few regard it ; though the leſs 
it be regarded, the more fierce it will be, 


' Pf. go. 11. for even thereafter as a man feareth, ſo is 


- Prov. 3. 7- 


thy diſpleaſure. 
Fear thou the Lord, O my Soul, fear the 


art from evil. 


| Pal. 76. 7. Thos, O Lord, thou alone art to be ove 


" Pro.14.27. 


: Mat.10.28, 


Heb. 12. 
28. 


29. 


and who may ſtand in thy ſreht, when thou art 
angry * 

The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, 
to depart from the gates of death, 

Fear not them that can kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the ſoul: but fear him 
who is able to deſtroy both ſoul anda body in 


hell, 


Let ns have grace whereby we may ſerve 
God acceptably with reverence and goaly 


ear. : 
For our God is 4 conſuming fire. 


the Four Laft Things. 


The LXXXVI. Pſalm. 
PARAPHRASED. 


Verſe rx: 

Ow down thine ear tohim who now bows 
down his heart, and hear me, O Lord, 
confeſſing, for 1 am poor, extremely want- 
ingef thegraces of thy Spirit, which ſhould 
make me rich towards God : I have little or 
NO treaſures laid up in Heaven, and there- 
re 1 am inmiſery, liable to the eternal mi- 

{cries of Hell : Burt, 
Preſerve thow my foul from that diſmal 
* place of Torments, for 1 aw holy, ſeparate 


and devoted to thy Service, though a poor 


unprofitable ſervant: and upon this account 
I make bold to call thee y God, whom I 
worſhip and ſerve, and humbly beleech thee 
to ſave thy ſervant who. putteth his truſt in 
thee, for the riches of grace and falvation, 
wherein 

Be merciful nnts me, O Lord, who art 
rich in mercy, for 1 will call daily wpon thee, 
thatit may pleaſe thee in-great mercy to de- 
liver me from that miſery, whereunto my 
poornels in grace, but abounding fins, make 
me obnox1ous. 

Comfort the ſoul of thy ſervant that the 


ſorrows of death overwhelm me not: For 
KH1to 
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Practical Yeditations' niporr 
ants thee, O Lord, do Tlift up my ſoul, being 
hereunto encouraged by thy grace and 
goodneſs, | : 

For tho, Lord, art good, even the incx- 
hauſtible Fountain of goodneſs, and oo 
0x5, propitioully inclined to hear theſuppli- 
cations of thy people, and of great mercy 
againſt the youne of iniquity, wnto all 
them that call upon thee, evento all that call 
y__ thee _— depending upan thee 
alone for help, and ſafety. 

Give ear, Lord, to my prayer, not (lightly 
hearing the ſound.of-my words, but ponder 
the woice of. my humble deſires : the intenſe 
deſires of my: humbled ſoul, I humbly de- 
fire to be conſidered. 

In the. time 4 my trouble, and that's the 
whole time of my Pilgrimage here upon 
carth, I will- call «pon thee tor protection 


and deliverance; whereof I will .never de: * 


ſpair: for thou heareſt me, if my Prayer be 


pure and humble : and therefore-will I call 


upon thee aslong as Llive. 
 _ - Among the Gods that be either fallly fo 

called, or be fo called by participation of 
divine Power as the Angels in Heaven, and 
— of the Earth, there is none like wntothee, 
O Lord, either for Power or Wiſdom : 
there is none that can do as thox doſt : thy 
Works do far exceed the Power of any 
created Beings to do the like: and..there- 
fore in fulneſs of time, 

All nations whom thou haſt made, ſhall-no 
longer make Gods unto themſetves, but />all 
come and worſhip thee,. O- Lord, the Maker <j 
a. 


the Four Laſt Things. 
all Men, and of all Things, and being ad- 
mitted Members. of thy holy Catholick 
Church />all' glorifie thy Name, both with 
heart and voice, and by the good Works of 
their Obedience to the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

For thog art great, which all thy Works 
declare, and rates things, not to be 
apprehended but admired, and 'tis there- 
fore in all the parts of the World confel(- 


ſed, that thou art God alone, all others be- . 


ing either falſly or feignedly called Gods: 
ns that I may accordingly worſhip thee 
angnt, 

' Teach me thy way, O Lord, thatI neither 
miſtake the right way, nor {tumble and fall 
therein, but ſtedfaſtly and conſtantly wak 
in thy trath : and this Way and this Truth 
is my bleſſed Redeemer, who by his Do- 
Arine and Example,Doings and Sufferings, 


Life and Death, is the way that leads to ' 


Life Eternal : O knit my heart wnto thee, by 
the indiffoluble bonds of a true Faith, 
firm Hope, fervent Charity : that 1 may 
fear thy Name, fo as that I neither dare to 
ſin againſt thee, nor too much preſume up- 
on thy mercy. 

1 will thank thee, O Lord my God, as from 
whom both my whole Selfand all the little 
$00 that is mine does proceed, with all my 

eart, as being hereunto excited by the fear 
and love of thy Name: and Iwill praiſe thy 
Name for evermore : And theres very great 

reaſon I ſhould do ſo;. 
. For great is thy mercytoward me, not only 
manifſed inall the good things I do enjoy, 
EL uT 
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- Paadtical Meditations upan 
but in my deliverance from manifold evils, 
and eſpecially from the greateſt of evils: 
for thou haſt delivered my ſoul from the nether- 
moſt nell, in the broad way that leads there- 
unto I have a long time walked, and'tis of 
thy great mercy, thatI have nor long ſince 
been hurled headlong to that difmal place 
of Torments: And Nat I have great cauſe 
to complain, 

O God, the proud are riſen againſt me, 
proud Lucifer and his infernal Fiends, and 
the' ro: of naughty men bave ſought 


after my ſoul: the wicked of the world con- 


ſpire with the Devil and his Angels by their 
nful ſuggeſtions to ſubvert the innocence 


of my Soul, to have her portion with them 


i the neithermoſt Hell. 
But thou, O Lord, art full of compaſſion, 
eſpecially to all them who chule rather to 
er than to do what is offenſive to thy 


. Majeſty, and mercy, in pardoning the offen- 


ces of the truly penitent, /og-/afferine, not 
willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to Repentance, plenteors 1n 
Looaneſs, abounding in thy bleflings, and 
truth both in we Fran thy promiſes of 
mercy to the penitent, and in rendring to 
every man according to his works. 

O turn thee then unto me, who by my ſins 
have juſtly provoked thee to turnaway thy 
face from me; and have mercy upon me, a 
miſerable finner: and that I may no more 
offend. thee, give thy ſtrength anto thy ſer- 
vant, even ghoſtly ſtrength and fortitude, 
manfully to refit the Devil, and all his nu- 
merous. 
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the Four Laſt Things. 
merous troops of ſenſual and worldly lufts; 
in all whoſe aſſaults vouchſafe to help the [07 
of thine handmaid, that I may overcome all 
their temptations unto evil, and carefully 
keep my vow and promiſe made when I was 
firſt admitted to be a Son of thy handmaid 
the Church. 

Shew ow token upon me for good, let ſome 
Gen of thy favour towards me appear, that 
they who hate me, my ghoſtly enemies, way 
ſee it and be aſhamed, when they ſhall be- 
hold all their conſpiracies and afaults a- 
gainſt my Soul defeated by the afliſtance of 


\ thy divine Grace: becauſe thow, Lord, haſt 


holpen me and comforted me: thy help ro 
overcome when I am tempted unto fin, is 
a great comfort to miy Soul, for I have 
hereupon a good-ground of hope, that thou 
wilt deliver my Soul from the nethermoſt 
Hell: and that being raiſed up from the 
gates of Death, 1 may fhew all thy aifes 
within the ports of the Daughter of Sion, 
Saying, | | 


Glory be to the Father, &c. 
As it was in the beginning, &C. 
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The LXXXVIII. Pſalm. 
PARAPHRASED. 


Verſe' r. 


Q=- God of my ſalvation, my Corpo 
ral and Spiritual, Temporal and Eter- 
nal Salvation 1s from thee, and therefore / 
have cryed day and night at all times and 
ſeaſons, and in all conditions proſperous 
and adverſe _— thee, as unto whom a- 
lone the inmoſt intimate defires of my foul 
are naked and open : O let my prayer enter 
into thy preſence, be received and accepted 
by thee : mmcline thine ear unto my calling, 
fo graciouſly hear as to grant my humble 


requeſts. 
My ſoul is full of trouble, which being the 


conſequent of Sm, is the forerunner of 
Death, and my life draweth nigh unto hell, 
which openeth wide her mouth to ſwallow 
down ſuch polluted Souls. 

Tam counted as one of them that go dawn 
to the Pit, look'd upon as a dead man anda 
caſt-away : and 1 have been even as 4 man 
that hath no ftreagth; which is derived from 
the Lord of life, to eſcape the ſnares and 
terrors of death. 

Free among the dead, not likely to be 
freed from my troubles, but by ow, 

which 
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the Four Laſt Things. 

which puts an end to all the miſeries of 
this ſinful life: Ihe wnto them that are woun- 
ded by the fiery darts of the Devil, aud lie 
in the grave of corrupt converſation, which 
leads to the grave of death the wages of 


. fin; and whoſoever thus lie there, are ot of 


remembrance, both forgotten by the righ- 
teous, and alſo are cut away from thy hand, 
_—y from amongſt thoſe bleſſed: Sheep, 
which ſhall be rank'd on thy right hand in 
the day of Judgment. 

Thos haft laid me in the loweſt Pit : 1 con- 
fels I have ſofar incurr'd thy wrathful diſ- 
pleaſure, as to -be laid in the nethermoft 
Hell, which 4s :4 place of darkneſs, even 
blackneſs of darkneſs for ever: and in the 
deep Abyſs of inextricable Torments, 

me indignation lieth hard upon me 
whereto I have provoked thee by manifold 
offences, and thou haſt vexed me with all thy 
ſtorms; thoſe tempeſts of affliction and 
trouble which diſturb my peace are ſent 


4rom thee to ſcowre the-ruft of corruption 


off my Soul. 

Thoy haſt put away mine acquaintance far 
from me, and made me tobe ab ws aye 
The inviſible ſociety of holy Angels, with 
the prayers and good wiſhes of holy men I 
enjoyed whilſt I was innocent, and heaven- 
ly-minded; but now being polluted, they 
are eſtranged from me, and abhor me in 
Paw fo fat in pris, ths 7 

am ſo faſt in priſon, that 1 cannot get 
forth : 1 amo enfetter'd in the bonds and 
chains of my fins, that without the help 
of a 
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of a divine hand I cannot be looſed from 


them, 

My feght faileth for very trouble, the 

ight eye of my mind is dimm'd and 
darkned through the preſſures of my ſpi- 
rit : and in this fad condition, Lord, Thave 
called xpon thee, as being my only refuge in 
danger, ſupport in trouble, and fuccour in 
all diſtreſs, I have ſtretched forth my hands 
unto thee, by my practice according to my 
prayer. | 
© Doſt thou ſhew wonders among the dead? 
or ſhall the dead declare thy works of 
wonder ? or ſhall the acad riſe up and 
praiſe thee ? They mult have part in the 
firſt Reſurrection (which is from the cor- 
ruption of fin) who worthily ſhew forth 
thy praiſe. 

Shat thy loving kindneſs be ſhewed in the 
ave, or thy faithfalne(s in 90 ? 


oth in the ſtate of the firſt, and of the ſe- 


cond Death, there is a deep filence of thy 
Goodneſs and of thy Truth. 

Shall thy wondrous works be known in the 
dark, and thy righteouſneſs in the land where 


all things are forgotten? Thy righteous and 


admired deeds are not once mentioned e1- 
ther in the grave of Death, or in the Pit of 
Hell: in both eſtates there is an utter for- 
getfulneſs of all thy Goodneſs and Truth, 
But that I may be delivered from ſuch a 


fad condition, | 
Unto thee have I cried, O Lord : andear- 


ly ſhall my prayer come before thee : Before 
I be arr Lo Death, et wy prayer = 
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the Four Laſt Things. 
oy and aflifting Grace be not 


rejected. 

od why abhorreſt thew my ſoul? T am 
unclean -1 confeſs, and 'tis but juſt I 
ſhould be abhorred and forſaken, but be- 
ing withal penitent and humbled; why 
bideff thoy thy face from me, as being ſtill 
diſpleaſed with me, and deaf to my peti- 
tions? 

1 am in miſery, and like unto him that is 
at the point to die : Deathas the wages of ſin 
dogs me at the heels: even from my youth xp 
thy terrors have I Aon with a troubled 
mind: The terrorsof my Conſcience for fin, 
have been alway accompanied with a trou- 
bled and contrite ſpirit, which thou haſt 
promiſed not to deſh ile, 

Thy wrathful py 97 goeth over me : 
The apprehenſion kl: thy wrath and difplea- 
ſure invades, and overflows my ſoul : and 
the fear o thee hath undone me : the fear of 
thy wrath in the day of Judgment, and of 
the never-dying Torments of Hell, hath 
ruin'd all my worldly conſolations, 

They came round about me aaily like water 


. overflowing all the powers and paſſions of 
| my Soul, and compaſſed me together on every 
fiae, 
pea 


leaving no viſible meansof evaſion and 


ce. 

My lovers and my friends, who profeſled 
themſelves to be ſuch in my worldly pro- 
ſperity, and amidi{t my carnal delights, haſt 
thou put away from me, they are alienated 
and eſtranged mn time of my trouble: 
hid mine acquaintance out of my fight, my 
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92 Paartical Veditations upon 
will not now ſee me who formerly frequen- 
ted my company; 

-And therefore being thus deſolate, and 
deeply endangered, »to thee as my only 
hope and refuge, O Lord God of my Saluati- 
on, I have cried day and night continually, 
for Deliverance and Salvation, that my fo 


may continually bleſs thee and1ay, | 


Glory be to the Father, &C. 
As it was in the beginning, &C. 
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Fourth general Meditation 
i ; 


HEAVEN. 


[HE Landof Canaan was pro- 

miſed to Abraham the Father 

of the Faithful in theſe words 

| RE; fog map oy Lift up now Ge1.13.14, 

thine eyes, and look from the place where _ 
art, | Fug ps and Southward, 6, Pawn 
and Weſtward For all the which 1g 
thog. ſeeſt, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
ſeed for ever, 

The Celeſtial Canaan is herein promiſed 
unto. thee,- if a true Son of the Faithful - 
Abraham: Lift up then. thine eyes, O my, 
Soul,. and Contemplate the raviſhing Felt 
cities of this Land of Promiſe, This 1s "ck 
Native Country, where thou'waſt at 


Framed by the inds of the he AUNT AR 
His own Image; Why th thou nat 


pant, and breath, and ſigh, and aa wit 
ome? Why as thou > wellpleaſed 


wi 


"*Cans. 4: 8. 
" Pal. 55.6. e- 


' Hot 


a ſtrange Land, and deli aieſtrithirs/bey 
it- the V Tears, than'a Free 
Denizon inthe Land of Peace? a Foreigner” 
in the city of. Babylon than a Citizen'in'the' 


Pavters eruſulem? Away, away 
corey ones Soul thy bel wed eththes 


—_ ewe) from! the Dens of Lions, and the monn- 
wo} ny wt O that Thad wings 
bke 4 : ev for t would 1 flee away and 
= at reſt 
3. We read that thoLock through Moſes 
to the' top of ”r ah, and ſhowed” 
him 'che-promiſed Rnd, es having the 
wilderneſs behind and the happieſt 


of all lands- before To he bs cappeſors the 
devout” and heavenly minded "who 
idering 'the mnunitbid' ttoubles'in the 
Wikterneſs-of this 9g, and''r | 
{licities of the work? yormar 
viſhed in the conterip 


the ons, to the extream 'contemnpy of the | 


Did 1 but ſeriouſly confider the ways' of 
my preſent peace and SIE = 
Ut- OL 

a Got have bo me 1 


Vie Goc arid Love, 45to0 & Our 
obedience by the promiſes of of Cel If Joys 
Unto this immarceſcible c_ of Clary 
We- are Created by God the Farher, R 
deemed by God the Son, AR ay 


by Ad. -enditemea et os OS. oe rn od non ”_ 


4 yet by” _ hr - [1 chy i: | 


* ah, —— ibs "nt. bs” as *w. a 


= f. .cloathed. Ton eh he 


F< 2a = > ” co» EUSA nals Wa oe. bee. Dain Bic As EE, 


how Four L00 Thins, | 


| 14 of i775 ok 

hge: there nothing, 

T5 Sect, but « fu 
| , the Soul thy 


gs ar 
erp” ae 

the one and the * 
TE, -qur __— Life Eternal, Jobs 
hen he 3 js ts ye On, that we Lo 


\ Tho Neme is the (ond of 
al " aokinek upon Eanh muſt 
be the greateſt rareſt good, wh eotvy is the ene 

g end is more nob 


ph one > apo br the laſt good we 
for ” 


and fo _ mill perfebt, as 
and accomaphſtumant of 
WE Gali 1 or defire; nay, age 2 
Sednel —_—_ our frail imaginations to 
comprehend ; as it 4 written, eye hath not 
2 ſeen, 


95 © Practical Veditations upon 
ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have entred into 

* Qued De- the heart of man, the things which God hath 
1s prapa- prepared for them that love him *, ' 
ravit dili- | 
gentibus ſe, fide non capitur, ſpe non attingitur, charitate non 
comprehenditur, defideria & wota tranſgreditur : acquirt 
poreſt, aſtimari non poreſl, Aug. in 1 Cor. 2. 9. 


4- Raiſe up thy affections (O.my Soul ) 
35 to beraviſh'd with the love of Heaven, ſo 
to lament with tears of ſorrow and ſhame 


 O how ſlightand trivial, how inconſide- 
rable are all the moſt ſtrict and rigid labours 
of Repentance and Mortification, of the 
moſt profound Fiety, and ample Chanty, 
in reſpe6t of thoſe ial joys whereunto 
they lead thee ! | | 
And if it ſhall once pleaſe God through 
the merits of Chriſt to receive thee into 
—_ _— _ think all thy pray 
gu0d ers and tears, fighs and groans,: faſtingsan 
—— watchings, all thy Iabours of love both to 
iter [abe. God and Man, very well pow, that they 
ia in vinea have watted thee over the troubleſome 


iua : ego Waves of. this worlds vaſt Sea, into the Ha- 
(in9--5 venof Eternal peace and felicity- - 

Dominus ) | 

cro merces itta.: ſeribe, lege, canta, geme, tace, 0r8, ſuſtine 
wviriliter c;\traria : digna eſt bis omnibus vits aterna, & 
majeribus (1#lts. TK. | 


Vouchlae 


the Four Laſt Things, 
Vouchſafe me, Oo Lord, a” 

- my life, a happy paſſport out of this world, 
and lead me in the ftreight and even path 
that leads to thy Kingdom; where that I 
may at laſt arrive, it ſhall neither be my 
care nor fear, what, and how great things 
L and undergo in my paſlge tht- 
ther; 


end of 


CORMPTESE . > _ 


MEDET AT. I. 


Of thz place we call Heaven, and 
 firſh, its Greatneſs. 


:ſeat of God and of alt tns holy Angels 


Heaven, and the Higheſt Heauen, and the 
" Heaven of Heavens; and 'tis of all the pla- 
ces of the Univerſe the moſt ſpacious, large 
| and ample: for it contains all the Heavens 
andtthe Earth alſo, even the whole Creati- 
; on within its verge and compaſs. 

Do but conſider the vaſtneſs of the Sun, 
and of the Moon, with the multitude and 
magnitude ofall the Lights of Heaven, moſt 

. of which are greater, andſomeof them far 
bigger than the whole body of the Earth: 
Conſider alſo that beſides the vaſt number 
of Stars, there-are empty ſpaces in the fit- 

| mament for as many, nay for many more 
than as many yet: and then admire with 
altoniſhment the vaſt _ and —— 

. 5 » O 


— 


P 
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TH at ' Empyreal Heaven, which is the 2 Cor. 12. 


\- 


and Saints for ever, is called alſo the Third Dout. 10. | 


14. 
2 Chr. 6: 
I 8. 


[ 


Rey.21.23. 


.- with the; ſuffoca 


did; tis not 9m oe any cgi 
and Tempeſts,no thick mfc 


PRaFY tes FIR And. bio” 
The gia ef hear of the Sun Aims Moon and 

the Stars q but. 1 imperfect ly repreſent the 

Beauty and of. Heaven, as 'tis 


"ipleribed, = 21.23. Sy Cine 
t wor of t 7 Moon te ſhine mn it 
raph tenit, aulthe Link 


or the if God did 
it Ce : br exceedsas much the 


Lphgot ho Sun, as Re] lghr yds 
that of- 
The-Air Kd this his Counry, of, Heaye 


| is 


or V urs, not liable. to. an Rains, Storms 
Ter ftw Air offends 
the Inhabitants of this ha : Whilſt 
the wretched Miſcreants Mm ether Hell 


are involved in blackneſs of darknels, 


waonagd; of fulphireous 
fire, without the fone of any purer Aur 
wherein to breath O__ —— 


li its Fraps 


| nome oh Trum- | 
| imma uy rs Lah. made faſt the LE, PE149:134,) 
ates * ery Fl An 
mh 2 - | Wo: >: Spirits 


The Lord ak Foderis thy lars: —_ 
Bleſſed peace dwell here without the leaſt; 
fear or Yanger of mterruption : For the- 
and Enemy of Peace is henge call. downs | 

| (ner or 800 Duk.r0.18. 


ret Vo new in- ugly T's. the nhert- 
E.4. _ 


IO 


Heb. I2. 
F I4 


Joh. 5. 44- 


| Pracfical-Veditatfohs upon 


| Mat. 5. 9. tance of em and of the peace- 


able 'minded; and of fuch only as live in 
Peace upon Eafth. | 5th 
And O that it might pleaſe the God of 
Peace, to allay that rancour, to depreſs that 
tumour, to afſwage that itch of contenti- 
on which now ſo much diſturbs the peace of 
his Church upon Earth, and obſtruQts the 
way to this heavenly Hier«ſalem, the City 
of Peace : Follow peace with all men; ani 
5 le without which no man ſhall ſee the 


© God the Athour of peace and lover of 
concord, in knowledge of whom ftandeth 
our Eternal life, whoſe ſervice is perfec& 


freedom ; defend us thy humble fervants-in 


all the aſſaults of our Enemies, that would 


diſturb our peace : -that we firely truſting © 


in thy defence, may not fear the power of 
ay - _—__ through the might of Je/as 


MEDITA T. IE. 


Of the good things of Heaven; 
1 HONOUR, 


| JOnour in Heaven is not' that which 


» * ſwells with vain-glory, and is puft 
up with the infeCtious breath of Flattery, 
and the praiſe of men, bt" the honowr that 
cometh from God only. © ; 


Honour ,., 


the Four Laſt Things; LOT 
Honour is the-reward of vertue, and he 
who is the donor of vertue and obedience 
has amy to honour the OO ron - 
vertuous, fſayi any man ſerve me, him Joh.12.26. 
will m r Arg «ib : What, andhow pe 
this ie 1s we read, Rev, 3+3 I, 0 him Rev. 3-31 

that overcometh will Igive to ſit with me in 

Throne : even as I have overcome, and am ſet 

down with my Father in his Throne : There 

cannotbe ſurely an higher Honour than this, 

to be exalted by theright hand of the moſt 

High, and placed in the ſame Throne with . 

the Kiny of Kings, and Lord of Lords: Q 
_ what Hymns of divine Praiſe, what applau-- 

ſes and exultations, what ſhoutsof joy ſhall 

ſound through rhe-whole Court of Heaven, | 

when. thes it be done to the man whom Eſth, 6.11; 

the. King delighteth to honour. | 


> POWER 


2, Honour without Power is but a titular, .. 
empty,airy happineſs: And the Saints ſhall 
have all power of what they will, as God 
hath of what he wills : For as God can do 
what he will by. himſelf, ſo can they do 
what they will by him : For as they will - 
nothing but what the Lord wills; ſo the Lord 
wills nothing but what they will have; 'tis 
not oifible Tat that they have Power to do 
whatever they will; ſo 4g. amal.ce 35. 

The Power of the Saints in Heaven wprom1- 
ſed by.the Lord of all power, faying of the. 
ofaithful and wiſe ſervant, he. rvill make him: Matt. 24. 
' Tulerof all his goods : implyinga power g1Ven: 45, 46: 
W to 


PA 


Ly 
- 
b, 


pf T2.7. ps mace gt 4 
2Cor.4.17. Jelivin, an an ke 


 2:Cor-15. 


more 

_ more rich, 

fagous, and and all that ks _—_ 
ro erve happinefs,  . g 

ON TE 

ly to have the  Lundiſee the 

-nevifrom: th e teeth only; bk 
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| To4: Panticat Mevitations-upon 

P@l..37i4-; , Now-then, O: my-Soul-Dehght:thow in - | 

-”- the Lord, and he ſhall-give. thee: thy hearts ; 

deſire :'In the farisfaRtion.and of thy. t 

deſires does.thy bappineſs cond ned this 

| Bf. 89, 16, is s; Along in-, the Lord obtainable: Bleſſed 

7 the people, O Lord, that can RN in 

Nm: they ſhall walk in 'the fight. of thy coun- 

I7,, tenanse::.-—— Their delight (hall be Tr in thy 

name, and in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they make 

18, 7 tr _ For thou art the glory of their 

4 

oe” the foul that will rejoyce in God 

muſt be ſtamp after his Image,: and be like 

: unto him, pure as he'is pure, bo ly as he 18 
| holy, merciful as:he is merciful 

Eph. 51,2: ec | hooker God as gear cbilben, nd 


wat, in. love fo thou: —_— {hope to, 
enjoy the Lord as the + TE object os 
t in Heavert 


_— ite 1s the et an how ex- 
ceeding; the- oy own of the-Lord to his good 
_—— faithful nn, to 20 gent them'into 

bony, vale enjoys! for ſo 

7 it ge id to R—_ ek hangs Fell done 
good and-faithful ſervant,—— enter thon into. 
es of; thy Matt; 25.25:  - 
joy and felicity'of God does conſiſt 
in d | = contemplation, and fruition of his 

and felicities : and ſuch is 
the. - happines of the Saints in rao 
ko Re of and enjoy. the divide Maj 

of: bus: Joy. and peeaſnes-Ta 
evermore.. 


 Belaved, mew we are the ſri G nd 
it _ not get appear what we i = » [| 
| ow. 4; 


"the Four Laft' Things: | 
w: hes he ſhall appear we ſhall be like hint ©: 
ps ory {hin whe ym 4. 
God as he.is-in mo ally, fully, 
F par fines of fatisfaGtion, is the hap- 
' pineſs both of God himſelf, and of all his 
Saints: in: 
 OLord,;; whohaftprepared: for them that 
love thee ſuch good things as paſs man's un- 
derſtanding; Pour into our hearts ſuch love 
towards rhee, that we loving thee in and 
-above all things, may obtain thy promiſes 
which exceed all that we can deſire, through 
Teſus Chriſt. 


MEDIT AT. II. 
Of the Company of Heaven. 


1. Of God's preſence there, 


I G22 ? wh ho is Father, Son, and Holy 
is the chief and principal In- 
halftunt of M Heaven of Heavens: God 


' Indeed is every. where in. reſpett of his Eſ- 


'LOF 


yan Po art roſes rom Kenp.. 


I non Lo, is Heaven ; and Death 
Hell % every where, where thou art abſent. 


2, But 


Can cen or 
I og pong 
the ces wh En gence - 
of .God, tha i ns arr wr rac 
Ia. 6. 2: not. . 'T'is true, but however ns ed | 
on eminent glory TE fu ly 
he- ſplendid Rays th { be phrd in . 
Mo op ſhall raviſhall 
ers thereof with a joy 47. and 2þo: . 
TOMS, 
p They ſhall be ſariefe & with the plenteou wes” 
BY ac + 47 The Na 9 (Cai EIET r Ao. FASu 
. 36.8, alt h 
give them. ar ares as Ld 
of a river: fo Fs «| OWN 
their fatisfaRion and 
9. For withthee 25 the Wall of Ts lf Life and & Fa 
the joys and confolations of Life : and in. 
thy light ſhall we ſee bght, even. ths = yan 
Light of Glory mm the Lig! | 
tenance : i» w 


minions, 1 


Col. x. 16. tec 


he:yery (is t of aſl % : | 
par re CR 
rabehold the great 


"the Fri Thigs: | 
EXT! 02s 2 laments 

all the-portipan | 
/ te Var Pkg A 'to hy 
fight: ' how A mire” je yy 


Pre (4/5 Teſt nat day and ni Fg 
ly Lord'Go i aa: ro, Bo 


; roors are” full AL 6d, 
To acl, dh ro £ and 
to be received into one of the Mank- 
ons of Glory from whence the ce the Apoſtr 


A ſuch 
Ei Ra nee a; ind 4% 


ras 2, The Sainte is Hbeven. ey 


if'o theſe pelical ſpitits are” joyniec 
fociety-as Mer of theſime' Church > 
vii \ _ Ag ye þ 5h _ p 
the s, t ellowſ/iip of the” 
| Girls rhe-noble sf if Marty - 
oymaable train of A} Canfeflors, Prieſts, 
people,of each' Sex, and-of every con- 
ah of whoſenumberſes number _ 
"Ard Theheld and bb a gyeat mu 
1216 which no man pr Wer of. ar Rev. 7. > 
ons, ana 7s ds.” kind people, and tongues, 1 


os nd. pls; in Hel 
Und ootte, Wk 


Theſe 
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s 


Theſe are they, which pr accje! ap's tri- 
bulation, and have waſhed. their robes- in. the 
blood of the Lamb. 

Therefore are they before the Throne of God, 
and ſerve bim day night in his Temple, 
and he that ſitteth upon the Throne ſhall 
ony Ta them. 's 

rnger no more nor thir ſt any more, 

The Lamb inthe midſt of the Tia ſpall 
feed them, and lead them to the living foun- 
tains of water: And God ſhall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes, . 

Bleſkd Souls in whom the-King of Glo- 

placeth his Throne., and reigneth in 
them for ever : Bleſſed are thoſe mouths 
which ſhall taſte and be. fatisfed with the 

Waters of life everlaſting, and bleſſed. are 
thoſe tears which ſhall be wiped away with 
the right hand of God himſelf, and ever- 
laſting joy ſucceed in the ſtead thereof. 

Into this glorious Communion of Saints 
in Heaven, there oy are, and daily ſhall 
be for ever received all ſuch true ſervants of 
God, and ſtout Soldiers of Jeſus Chrift, whe - 
under his- banner have overcome the Devil 
and all his works, the pomps and vanities of 
this wicked world, all the ſinful lufts of the 

fleſh: who have warred a good warfare o- 
ver theſe their ghoſtly enemies, and kept the 
Faith whereinto they were baptized, with- 

. out any tincture of Herefie, or Schiſm, ob- 
ſerving God's _ . Will -and Command- 

ments, and walked in the ſame. all the days 

of ache tf. - 

| All of theſe returning from their weari- 

ſome Pilgrimage through the wilderneſs - 
tn's 


& wy ce 09 ea. 


mp by > 3 ONO by 


AS» SSN mmm Yyg 


wi=n 


the Four Laff Things. 

this world, to their native-home of Heaven, 
ſhall be received into, and rejoyce in their 
prope "_ her manſions of peace: each 


dn the: p Sn of "wk. nc AC- 
cording to other dulenes 


grace, butall ſhall en tg / ©" gs —_— 
frat fg Sogerk? FuKe leah 

all ſing togeth s to 
him that fitteth upon the Throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever. +; 

And "tis wonderful-amo Lahe joys of 
Heaven, and adds ex ly to .the 
greatneſs wg That as the number of 
'Saints is yo their rd ty many: {o 
are the j —_ _ oy ar Saint, even 
as many, and as. the joys of all: 
And this becauſe each one rejoyce as 
much in the felicity of others, as if 'twere 
his own peculiar happineſs, 

Happy and "gy ever happy were I, if 
with a fload of Tears and inceſſant Pray» 
my if with the devout ſurrender of all that 

Iam, and all that I have tothe love and 
ſervice of: God, I might be admitted into - 


this celeſtial Society : To. come wnto Sion, Heb, 
and unto the City of the living God,, the + wy dey 4. 


_ Heavenly FRerafalens. and to. an FINE &- 

' ble company of f gets, * To the general aſſem- 

bly and Church of ihe {7 rſt-born, which are 

written-in Heaven, to.God the Fuage. of 

all, and to the "Spirits of ju juf men made per- 

fe, and to Feſus the Mediator of the new 
Covenant-— 


All this 7 believe as a Chriſtian, but my 
Hope tobe admitted into tlys bleſſed cx 4 


T&O COP upon 


18 : whilſt my Chars 
thao FGodand his Saints 8 too 6. 


@ ane 


act's prgerogoes ID 


Pſ. 150. J* : / 
Zech. 2.8. 5 Vs 


chemi and fin 0. \T. K.2, 3. 0.58. 


If the zeal of ſome towards .the 
Saints in Heaven lone pores? bounds and 
_ I muſt not therefore throw off;thar 

devout reſpe&t which is due unto. them; 
remembring that 'tis the end of my Faith, 
the ſumm of my Hope tobe by boly Charity 
joyned with them in;the RY myſtical bo- 
dy of Chrift our common lncand and Re- 


PL 84-4 Hwa, y 4 the page ans Sol that die)! in 
7 poſe, they will always be praifug thee. 

further, Hiegreatnes of el by af 

np ma! bei ſome. 


n ” : with. TY 4 
Sore denies T rant have withal | 
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bans OY Jon OD. 
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'Coubred'but bloud x te boref Ga 
is bf fo" gb ot at- OP 
thereof was of ſufficient dighity'ts 
;Ten thouſand worlds; and yer'otir yoeS) 
Re hin ; oralyy he yer 
t to' their worth, 'gave 
ny dp of” fs precious bldg, wetwin- 


* panied with unſpeakable rormetirs,” "pans 
"hetitance: al tnily Religious have + 


Heaven their fre and the Eart rheirph, 


"Cupio di(ſobvi-— T de c tobe > dlved, andre 
bY be Gi in 4 


;,too much unwor- 
to-be admitted 
; of dear Re- 
not" fmcehe hath, 
T for me*;" fince * 11:6, 9. 
fed $0 receiveme thereinto:| ; 12, 15,24. * 


.2.he hath 
.and 4 he hath & aur} 2p er als By pn ob. 14-3« 


The they whom gs may be 
"with me, where 1 am, that rage the 
2lory which thaw heſ? given me- HH 


T mill, 
be Joh. 17.24. 


O Sweeteſt Saviour, who to fave andre- 


 deemman vouchſafedſt to be made man, and 


to appear in._the likenefs of finful fleſh; 'O0 


"when > when will that happy hour come, 
Fekp I ſhall be admitted ro'behold thy 


{a jog and OO pu I 17. 16. 


IIZ2 


Eccl. 8. 6. 


Practical Beditations upon 
glory thou hadſt with the Father before the 
world was ; even ſo come Lard,7eſ«s,come 
quickly. 


MEDIT A FT. Iv. 
Of the perpetnity of Heavenly Foys. 


THE moſt full enjoyment of all the good 
things this world affords, is not to be 
called, or accounted Happmeſs, becauſe they 
are not only vain and empty 'of true ſa- 

faction,. but alſo not permanent. and la- 
ſting : To every.purpoſe under the Sun. tend- 
ing towards. fatisfaction--and: happi 


ens is a time and Judgment,” aT ame li- 


mited for its proſecution and- enxoyanent, 
and 7#4gment alſo ſhall paſs upon t 


atti- 
ons relating thereunto : it muſt needs 
* follow, therefore the miſery of man is great 


apon him, - 


But the good things of Heaven are du- 


rable , permanent and kitng, hereunto 
no Judg 


wow no Time ſucceed, 
W. 
'Tis a maxim in Divinity, That there is 
#0 ſucceſſion in the joys of Heaven, becauſe 
what is Eternal admits not of what is firlk, 
and what is laſt, but is both, and all in the 
fame moment, which renders, thoſe: joys 
tranſcendently full and raviſhing, fince m 


ment fol- 


each moment is enjoyed the joys of perpe- , 


ruity ; 


KAR aRE 


OPT _ HRLONpRNMAasSS2Q > | 


the Four. Let Things. © 


by Uegrees, or protra- 
ow (es COND nor gb $a. 94 pes by ſe- 
veral ſpaces of Time, but wholly and-alto- 
gether, and im the fame moment is enjoyed 
and received the ſame glory in its height 
and fulneſs, and this never to be diminiſhed, 
or deca ed, forfeited or 

"200 ary of them that die in = Euſ. + 


« T bis glory Bal never nd or + nor 

<- but flouriſh for perpetual eternities. | * . 
And this miſt needs be fo; becaufe cele-. 

| pork alloy conſiſts as in the blisful viſion of 

0'in an aſſimilation to him'* for juſt 

| one "made petfect, are immutable mes 

\ | perfection ahd felicity oy: 'beholdir 

" | who is unchangable:'{6'the A 

all a5 ina Glaſeos 'beholding the rt the 2Cor.3.18. 
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